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CHAPTER I. 

" Now no chastening for the Present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous : nevertheless, Afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby." — Heb. xii, 11. 

In affliction and sickness^ and by the side 
of a sick bed, great truths are learned and 
explained. A good Bishop has said, " Sick- 
ness, when sanctified, teaches us four things : 
the vanity of the world, the vileness of sin, 
the helplessness of man, and the precious- 
ness of Christ."* 

Affliction is humbling, proving, sifting 
time.t Some, when they are tried, come 
forth from its fires as silver and as gold ;X as 
" vessels unto honour, sanctified and meet 
for the Master's use, and prepared unto every 
good work." Others, " become dross ; brass, 
and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst 
of the furnace." H 

* Hall. t Beut. viii. 

I Job xxiii ; Psa. Ixvi, 10 ; Zech. xiii, 9. || Ezek. xxii. 
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It is then we see, in an especial manner, 
that it is only a child of God, one who has 
been taught in the school of Christ, that can 
make a right use of his " chastening," when 
it pleases our Heavenly Father to " exer- 
cise " him with it. It is then the exceeding 
diflFerence between a Christian in heart and 
deed, and a Christian but in name and pro- 
fession, is most distinct and visible. For to 
merely bear a visitation is one thing. To 
use the *^ Present" trial so that it shall 
" Afterward yield the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness," must surely be quite another. 

Let us go to Scripture to explain both. 

That St. Paul deeply felt his chastening, 
the "thorn in the flesh, the messenger of 
Satan to buflfet him," we can have no doubt. 
Three times he prayed that it might be 
taken away. It was not taken away ; but 
so sanctified to him by the sufficiency of 
God's grace, that we find the Apostle "After- 
ward " " most gladly glorying in his infir- 
mities, that the power of Christ might rest 
upon him."* 

Of the Patriarch Job, St. James writes 
thus to the Hebrew Christians : "Ye have 

*:= 2 Cor. xii. 
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heard of the patience of Job, and have seen 
the end of the Lord," And what an ex- 
ample of faith and patience to afflicted be- 
lievers was his ! " Smitten with sore boils 
from the sole of his foot unto his crown ;" 
the loss of all his earthly goods, and all his 
earthly blessings in one day — yet, submis* 
sive, humble, and even thankful — we hear 
him say, " the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord." And what was the "Afterward" to 
Job ? " More blessed than the beginning."* 

On the other hand, there is a '^ sorrow 
that worketh death."t Worldly, unprofit- 
able sorrow; and "a broken spirit, that 
drieth the bones."j Esau with bitter tears 
lamented over his lost blessing. In a few 
awful words we read his "Afterward." " He 
found no place of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears." 

And so also the common pathway of an 
obscure life in a country village may, in 
sickness or trial, be as deeply marked 
with the same impatience, unbelief, disap- 
pointment, and murmuring, as ever charac- 
terized the wanderings of many of God's 

* Job, chapters 1, 2. \ 2 Cor. vii, 10 I Prov. xvii, 22. 
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chosen people ; which kept them in the wil- 
derness forty years; deprived them of an 
earthly Canaan ; and traced their "After- 
ward" out of Egypt with pestilence and 
death.* 

O reader ! what will chastening avail us 
without God's converting and enhghten- 
ing grace? Afflictions of themselves can- 
not sanctify, convince of sin, make it more 
hateful, or draw the heart nearer to the cross 
of Christ. 

Afflictions and sickness may surprise and 
alarm the sinner, and the thoughts of Death 
and Judgment fill his soiil with sorrow and 
dismay. t But this we know is often no sign 
at all that his will is really changed from 
evil to good, or that his heart is " right with 
God.*'t "To be spiritually minded is life 
and peace." What proof is there that he 
has " life and peace ? " What sign that he 
falls in, so to speak, with all the close and 
Fatherly teaching a trial or sickness is de- 
signed to bring ? Alas ! for him, who finds 
it so hard to understand as he does the 
Apostle's words, " If ye endure chastening, 

* Jude V, " Afterward destroyed them that believed not." 
f Dan. V, 6; Acts xxiv, 25. | Psa. Ixxviii, 84 — 57. 



God dealeth with you as with sons." How 
dull and impatient he becomes as the trial 
lengthens on, and no relief appears. He 
" faints " and frets under the visitation. He 
"says in his heart, wherefore come these 
things upon me r what is my iniquity ? or 
what is my sin that I have committed against 
the Lord our God?"* And the "After- 
ward " to that man is often worse than the 

Beginning:t 

Thus it was with king Ahaz. " In the 
time of his distress did he trespass yet more 
against the Lord." Thus it was with Saul. 
And the trial under which he fell was this. 
The Philistines, " more in number than the 
sand on the sea shore for multitude," ga- 
thered themselves together at Michmash to 
fight with Israeli Before a battle began it 
was the custom with the Israehtes to oflFer 
up a sacrifice to God for His blessing. 
Samuel, the Prophet of the Lord, had said, 
" I will come down and offer burnt-oflferings ; 
seven days shalt thou tarry till I come to 
thee." Saul tarried seven days, but Samuel 
came not. Saul's faith had stood those 

* Jer. chap, xiii and xvi. f Matt, xii, 45. 

I 1 Sam. xiii. 

B 2 



8 

seven days, and now God saw fit not only to 
lengthen his trial, but to increase it. He was 
proving him, and his faith failed. " When 
the men of Israel saw that they were in a 
strait, they hid themselves in caves, and in 
thickets, and in rocks." Saul would wait 
no longer. " The Philistines, he said, will 
come down upon me. I forced myself, 
therefore, and offered a burnt-offering.'* 

He might have called to mind the Pro- 
phet's words, "God is with thee."* He 
might have clearly seen how entirely that 
promise had been fulfilled. The Hebrews 
had then neither swords or spears with 
them. And the Philistines knew it. They 
appear to have been only country people 
" called together after Saul to GilgaL" " And 
" followed him trembling." What then but 
an Unseen Hand could have kept back the 
enemy for those seven days from attacking 
Saul, with their thirty thousand chariots and 
six thousand horsemen, and destroying his 
scattered and frightened army ? 

So, my friend, we see it often happens 
when a man in trouble once leaves off wait- 
ing on God, and begins to walk by sight 

♦ 1 Sam X, 7. 



only, and not by faith. Then, Uke Saul, he 
seems to derive neither help or comfort from 
dwelling on past mercies, or recalling God s 
promises. The light that was in him be- 
comes darker and darker. "He shall not 
see," says the Prophet Jeremiah, "when 
good Cometh."* And at last he brings on 
himself a heavier chastisement — perplexity 
and fear. 

How simply David stills his anxious spirit 
when cast down, and disquieted, by remind- 
ing himself of the land, and the bill, where 
he had in former years been helped and 
comforted of God. " My soul is cast down 
within me, therefore will I remember Thee 
from the land of Jordan — from the hill of 
Mizar."t 

But what was the "Afterward" to Saul ? 
The loss of God s favor, and His kingdom ! 

And for a last thought on this instructive 
history, let us notice that directly Saul had 
offered the burnt-offering, Samuel came to 
him. 

Oh! Christian sufferer, we are never reallv 
left. When a sickness is protracted, and 
trials lie heavy on us, how apt are we to 

* Jer. xvii, 6. f Psa. xlii 
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think so, and forget the ever-present near- 
ness of our Heavenly Father. But shall we 
indulge in a spirit of fear which " God hath 
not given us." and lose that which He has 
*^of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind ?"* Shall we not rather, in all time of 
our tribulation, lay hold firmly, and believ- 
ingly as we ought, on those most sweet 
words of comfort, which ** He hath said, 
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."t 

Remember Hagar in the wilderness. 
" And the Angel of God called to her out 
of heaven, and said unto her, what aileth' 
thee, Hagar ? fear not, for God hath heard 
the voice of the lad where he is.'' 

Remember St. Paul, when he was left 
alone, " and all men forsook him." " The 
Lord stood with him and strengtheued him." 

Remember that little band of sad and 
fearful disciples gathered together in the 
upper room at Jerusalem on the evening of 
the Resurrection Day. Did the closed doors 
keep back from them even the visible, bodily 
presence of their dear Lord and Master ? 

Remember the poor man who had been 
afficted for nearly forty years. And to 

* 2 Tim. i, 7. f Heb. xiii, 5. 
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add to his trial, had not one friend to help 
him to the means that would have wrought 
his cure. And, O Christian sufferer, mark 
well these four things then recorded. Jesus 
saw the poor man lie there unaided. He 
knew the length of time he had been ill. 
He knew the cause of that illness. And He 
met him "Afterward" in His House of 
Prayer, whither the poor man had gone on 
the very day of his cure, doubtless, to 
return thanks to God for his renewed health 
and strength.* And then for the first time 
he gained the saving knowledge, "that it 
was Jesus which had made him whole.*'t 

Remember the wrathful and urgent com- 
mand of the Babylonish king against the 
three Hebrew youths, because they would 
" not worship the golden image which he 
had set up." " Ye shall be cast the same 
hour into the midst of a burning, fiery fur- 
nace." And the question he asked them, 
" who is that God that shall deliver you out 
of my hands?" And how, when "the 
ftimace was heated one seven times more 
than it was wont to be heated," that ques- 
tion was answered by the immediate appear- 

* Isaiah xxxviii, 22 ; Acts iii, 8. f John v, 15. 
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ance of One who came to fulfil His promise 
to His faithful servants — '* when thou 
walkest throue;h the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee."* 

Mourning believer ! let this then be your 
first and great consolation — God's continual 
and abiding presence with His people in all 
their griefs and trials ; that He " sees their 
affliction, hears their cry, and knows their 
sorrows."t It is indeed well for us that to 
dream away in dim faith, in an abstract way, 
in uncertain hope, and with "doubtful mind,'* 
the especial comfort, and the glad confidence 
which ever springs from a strong belief in 
this most blessed truth; and which, in a 
season of affliction or sickness, is to the be- 
liever precious beyond all reckoning. 

We learn also from Scripture that fear- 
fulness, despondency, and misgiving of heart 
in trial, is not pleasing to our Heavenly 
Father — our merciful Redeemer. The Lord 
asks by His Prophet, " Why sayest thou, O 
Jacob, and speakest, Israel, my way is hid 
from the Lord. Hast thou not known ? Hast 
thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the 

* Isaiah xliii, 2. f Exod. iii, 7. 
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Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary?*'* and in 
loving rebuke the Saviour speaks to His 
disciples — "Why are ye fearful ?" " Where- 
fore dost thou doubt?" "How is it that 
ye have no faith?" Oh anxious Chris-^ 
tian! have you not often found the very 
coming trial, or cross you had dreaded, "the 
thing which you greatly feared ?"t and on 
your knees had besought God to avert, and it 
may be, had in sadness of heart made plans 
for future action respecting it, — has by His 
wisf mercy and unsearchable wisdom been 
turned into a blessing, unexpected, unasked 
for. A blessing for soul or body, you may 
have reason to thank Him for to the end of 
your days ! 

" What man is he that feareth the Lord ? 
him shall He teach in the way that He shall 
choose."j — In the way that He, not our- 
selves, shall choose. How long we are in 
learning this lesson. How " slow of heart 
to believe " His way the best. How pa- 
tiently God bears with all our doubts and 
unbelief and unchastened desires. How 

* Isaiah xl, 28 ; 2 Kings vii, 19, 20. f ^oh iii, 25. 

I Psa XXV. 
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often have we been tempted to prescribe to 
Him in our minds with sopaething of " a 
certain nobleman's'* spirit, " whose son was 
sick at Capernaum," " Sir, come down ere 
my child die ;'* or, like the Syrian captian, 
to *^ say with ourselves " (margin) what we 
" thought surely " ought to be when looking 
for relief or cure. Like Naaman have we 
not, many of us, needed a more humbling 
lesson still, before we would make His will 
ours ?* 

In perplexity or trouble, when praying for 
help, let us oftener try to impress upon^ our 
minds God's own words, ** My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways."t Then we may better see in all 
the daily leadings and Providential workings 
of our Heavenly Father's merciful designs 
towards us in a coming event, that in the 
'' Present," as well as "Afterward," "all 
things," yes, " all things work together for 
good to those who love God." 

I have read of one who had been, it said, 
very successful in His Master's vineyard, 

* 2 Kings V, 13. Such as the remonstrances of his own 
servants, before he went a second time to Elijah. 

t Isaiah Iv, 8. 
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but at length saw very little fruit attending 
his ministrations. To be useless, as he 
thought, he felt he could not patiently en- 
dure. His soul was bound down under the 
discouraging prospects around him. The 
chastisement was " grievous," and he was 
beset with despondency and melancholy 
fears. While thus " exercised,' he dreamed 
that a gentleman hired him to work for him, 
and the price of his labour per day was 
stipulated. On enquiry what his employer 
would have him go about, he was informed 
he must go and hammer a certain rock to 
pieces. "That," he replied, "will do no 
good, for the rock is large, and hard, and I 
could never break it to pieces." " That is 
nothing to you," said the gentleman, " follow 
my directions, and I will pay you your 
wages." 

As a labourer, he then went to work, and 
though it appeared to him an endless, and 
therefore useless task, he laboured with diU- 
gence and patience for the sake of his wages. 
After a while, contrary to all his expecta- 
tions, the mountainous rock broke into 
shivers. He saw that the dream contained 
instruction for him ; he felt the reproof ; he 
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resumed courage ; and in time was again 
blessed with seeing the rocky heart of many 
of his hearers broken by the hammer of 
God's word.* 

Let us seek to learn a lesson, and a truth, 
from this incident. Let us fear to lose the 
meaning of any of God's dealings with our 
soul. Let us pray for grace to understand 
them, and improve them to our profit. Such 
a prayer as Elisha oflFered up for his servant 
when in dread of the Syrian army he cried 
out, " Alas ! my master, how shall we do ?" 
Such a prayer, not only in temporal, but 
also in spiritual discouragements, when the 
way seems dark and mysterious to our feeble 
sense, we should do well to make our own — 
^* Lord, I pray thee, open my eyes that I 
may see."t And, often remember this text, 
"In Thy light, shall we see light/'j 

* Jer. xxiii, 29. " Is not my word like as a fire? saith 
the Lord ; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces.'* + 2 Kingsvi. J Psa. xxxvi, 9. 
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" The law of Thy mouth is better unto me than thou- 
sands of gold and silver." — Psalm cxix, 72. 

^^ There is no consolation but in truth."* 
Poor man on a sick bed in pain and want ; 
yet a member of Christ, a child of God, an 
heir of heaven; "through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures having hope.'* 
Christian sufferer ! your room may be small 
and dreary ; your sickness long and wasting. 
You are very poor. Be comforted. All 
that befals you now of misery, sorrow, want, 
and pain, ends with time. '^The world 
passeth away." Bless the Lord, be thank- 
ful, rejoice that He has sent His Spirit into 

* God, is " The God of Truth." Psa. xxxi, 5. 
Jesus, is " The Truth." John xiv, 6. 
The Holy Spirit, is " The Spirit of Truth." John xvi, 13. 
The Word, is " Truth." John xvii, 17. 
The House of God, which is the Church of the living 

God, is " The pillar and ground of the Truth." 1 Tun. 

iii, 15. 
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your heart,* and given you grace " and with- 
out all doubt to believe," and to be sure 
that Jesus is " that Christ, the Son of the 
living God," who " hast the words of eternal 
life."f That He has given you longing 
desires to be conformed to His image, and 
daily to grow in grace and holiness. 

O my friend, have you ever considered 
what you would do without that belief? 
Have you ever thought where you could go 
for a " certain hope," and " strong conso- 
lation " in the hour of sickness, and in the 
day of your death, if you "had not the 
witness in yourself,":^: that " CJod's word is 
true from everlasting ?" — that it " shall 
stand for ever."[] 

You would have said as David did, " I 
should then have perished in my affliction." 

Truly has it been asked, " what will the 
best scheme of morals do for a man when 
the iron is entering into his soul ; when he 
sees long cherished hopes blighted; when 
he is tortured by a sense of right and 
wrong, and injustice inflicted upon him ; 



* 1 Cor. xii, 8. f Jo^" vi. 68, 09. 

I I John V, 10. " He that believeth on the Son of God 
liath tlio witness in himsell" || Isaiah xl, 8. 
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when some dreadful incurable sickness has 
visited him; will it enable him to say, 
" though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him ?'* 
Will it sustain the sinking soul of him on 
whose eyelids is settling the shadow of 
death ?* 

* In that touching and well-known narrative, " The loss 
of the Kent East Jmdiaman/' there are related bright ex- 
amples to the truth of the above remarks. And when 
" death in two of its most awfiil forms encompassed them," 
what, we mav ask, what other book in the whole world, but 
Good's own Efoly Word, could have brought such true peace 
and support, as we read it then did to many a Christian's 
h^art, in that hour of awe and suffering ? 

" Some of the soldiers near me," observes the writer, 
"having casually remarked that the sun was setting, I 
looked round, aud never can I forget the intensity with 
which I regarded his declining rays. As I 'continued so- 
lemnly watching the departing beams of the sun, the 
thought that that was really the very last I should ever 
behold, gradually expanded into reflections the most tre- 
mendous in their import. I know not whither the over- 
whelming thought would have hurried me, had I not 
speedily seized, as with the grasp of death, on some of 
those sweet promises of the gospel which give to an im- 
mortal existence its only charms ; and that naturally 
enough -led back my thoughts, by means of the brilliant 
object before me, to the contemplation of that blessed city, 
* which hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.' 

" One young gentleman near me, of whose promising 
talents and piety I dare not now make further mention, 
having calmly asked me my opinion respecting the state of 
the ship, I told him that I thought we should be prepared 
to sleep that night in eternity; and I never shall forget 
the peculiar fervour with which he replied, as he pressed 
my hand in his, *My heart is filled with the peace of 
God,' adding, 'Yet, though I know it is foolish, I dread 
exceedingly the last struggle.' 

" On the melancholy announcement being made to two 

C2 
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When we stand with bleeding heart around 
the grave^ and hear the earth falling on the 

young ladies, that all hope must be relinquished, and that 
death was rapidly and inevitably approaclung, one of them 
calmly sinking down on her knees, and clasping her hands 
together, said *Even so, come. Lord Jesus!* And imme- 
diately proposed to read a portion of the Scriptures to those 
around her. Her sister, with nearly equal composure and 
coUectedness of mind, selected the forty-sixth and other 
appropriate Psahns, which were read, with intervals of 
prayer, by those ladies alternately, to the assembled females." 

In awTul contrast to this testimony of the peace and 
quietness of mind given to the Christian in seasons of the 
greatest danger and suffering, and the blessedness and 
sufficiency of God's Word, is a recent account of a similar 
calami^. It is given by one of the survivors. From 
which I take a short extract. Will it not show us that 
man without a knowledge, belief in, and love of his Bible, 
is himself like the shipwrecked vessel *' drifting about on 
the vast ocean of being, without a rudder, and without a 
chart, and without an anchor?" 

The Bark here spoken of foundered at Storrey's Key, 
Bahamas Islands, with 170 passengers on board, nearly aJl 
of whom perished. 

" We weighed anchor," the writer continues, " on the 
24th of March, and set sail from England for New Orleans. 
The wind was favorable, and the passengers seemed happy 
in anticipation of a pleasant and prosperous voyage. It 
was my watch this night, and I spent most of it on deck, 
and I do not remember seeing the passengers more cheer- 
ful than they were this evening. It was about eight o'clock 
at night when the ship first struck. She stnick on a sunken 
rock, and began to fill with water rapidly. The scene pre- 
sented on board the doomed vessel was now terrible in the 
extreme. By this time the passengers were all on board, 
running and screaming * We are lost ! We are lost !' The 
ship struck again so heavily that it was evident she could 
not stand many more such shocks. The scene was now 
dreadful beyond description. Some were praying the Lord 
to have mercy on them ; others were running and catching 
hold of the officers and crew, begging them to save them, 
teUing them that they were unfit to die, that they were un- 
prepared to meet their God. Some, who had the evening 
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coffin of the dear one who cannot hear 
it, nor the dread sentence which accompanies 
it — " earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust" — whence come the sublime words, 
**I am the Resurrection and the Life!'* 
but from Him who is the hope, and trust, 
and confidence of all true believers ? How 
plainly are these remarks confirmed by the 
following confession from the pen of the poet 
Cowper. And how truly blessed to him 
was the " Afterward ! " 

After having long endured the deepest 
distress of mind, he writes, '^ But the happy 
period which was to shake off my fetters, 
and afford me a clear opening of the free 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus, was now 
arrived. I flung myself into a chair, near 
the window, and seeing a Bible there, ven- 
tured once more to apply to it for comfort 
and instruction. The first verse I saw was 
the 25th of Romans iii ; ' Whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation through faithin 
His blood, to declare His righteousness for 
the remission c^ sins that are past, through 

before been boasting of their infidelity, were the first upon 
their knees, and the loudest in their cries for God to have 
mercy upon them. Some went to a cask of liquor that was 
between decks, and there forgot their dangers and troubles." 
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the forbearance of God/ Immediately I 
received strength to believe, and the full 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness shone 
upon me. I saw the sufficiency of the 
atonement He had made, my pardon sealed 
in His blood, and all the fulness and com- 
pleteness of His justification. In a moment 
I believed and received the gospel. What- 
ever my friend Madan had said, to me so 
long before, revived in all its clearness, 
with demonstration of the Spirit, and with 
power." Most precious then is God's Word 
for every time of need and tribulation. 

Pray to be enabled to hold fast your con- 
' fidence in it firm unto the end. 

Observe what the children of Israel did 
in their day of rebuke and trouble. " They 
rested themselves upon the words'* of their 
King ;* they believed what Hezekiah said 
to them. Therefore we see they were 
encouraged, comforted, strengthened, helped. 

Sick man, so should it be with you. 
" Be not afraid or dismayed." " I am with 
thee." God is also saying to you,t Rest 
yourself " confidently" upon the words of 
your King. 

* 2 Chron. xxxii, 8. f Isaiah liv, 4, 10, 14, 17. 
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From the Word of Truth I proceed then 
to inquire in these Tracts what our Heavenly 
Father designs to teach us by trials and 
afflictions. What spirit they are to be re- 
ceived in. What blessings follow after. 

In the first place, let us write this down 
deep in our memory as a fact to which there 
is no exception, that neither to the children 
of the world, nor to the children of God, 
death, sickness, crosses, disappointments, 
trials, or sufiFering of any kind whatever, can 
come by chance or accident.* 

This is a doctrine which is so plainly and 
repeatedly set forth in Holy Scripture, that 
not even the most careless reader of his 
Bible, one would think, could be ignorant 
of it. 

Therefore I ask you, unrepentant sinner 
on a sick bed, what think you of such words 
as these ? " The Lord struck Jeroboam and 
he died.'* Should they not fill your heart 
with fear and awe, and make it tremble? 
I pray God they may at least make you 
think, and cause " your thoughts to trouble 

you."t 

Do you know who Jeroboam was ? He 

* Job. V, 6. — ^Ephes. i, 11. f Dan. v, 6. 

c 8 
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was one whom God raised from a humble 
birth to the throne in Israel.* And yet he 
" did evil above all that were before him." 
He was one who " provoked the Lord to 
anger, and cast Him behind his back." He 
was one who had mercies, blessings, warn- 
ings, and judgments sent him in the midst 
of all his sins. As doubtless you have had. 
God sent His prophet to him. He resisted 
God's word ; he offered violence to His pro- 
phet. For his bold impiety, his arm wither- 
ed up. At the prayer of the Prophet it 
was restored to him again. He was blessed 
with so good a son, the young Prince 
Abijah, that he only of all the house of Jero- 
boam was permitted to ^^ come to his grave 
in peace." And all Israel mourned for him 
at his burial. He had a minister of God 
near him, at Shiloh, to send to for advice in 
trouble, and who warned him of his danger. 
But yet for all this we do not find he ever 
shewed the least sign of real, heartfelt 
repentance, in the course of his wicked life. 
On the contrary, it is said, ^^ Jeroboam 
returned not from his evil way." And then 
the sentence came at last. "The Lord 
struck him, and he died."t 

* 1 Kings xiv, 7. f 2 Chron. xiii, 20. 
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Oh ! unconverted sinner, whoever you 
are, may God's good Spirit awaken you to 
a sense .of your own danger, and the uncer- 
tainty of your continuance here. May you 
feel your great need of repentance, and of 
a Saviour's blood to wash away your sins. 

May you have no rest, or peace, till He 
has taught you now, on your sick bed, to 
feel the burden of your sins to be intoler- 
able, and at " evening, and morning, and 
at noon, to pray, and cry aloud"* for pardon 
and peace, and to pour forth from your 
heart, with David's spirit, David's earnest, 
contrite prayer. 

" Have mercy upon me, O God, accord- 
ing to Thy loving-kindness : according unto 
the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot 
out .my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin. For I acknowledge my transgres- 
sions, and my sin is ever before me. Hide 
Thy face from my sins, and blot out all 
mine iniquities. Oeate in me a clean heart, 
O God ; and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence ; and 
take not Thy Holy Spirit from me." 

* Psa. Iv, 17. 
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O reader, what good comfort is in store 
for the converted penitent ! " The springs 
of mercy are always full, the streams of 
mercy always flowing; there is mercy 
enough for all, enough for each, enough 
for ever."* 

For " God is love." — " Even when speak- 
ing to sinners," (once wrote a Christian 
Statesman,) ^* there is scarcely any passage 
in the whole Bible which has afforded me so 
much comfort as this ; the language is, 
* the Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear 
Him, in those that hope in His mercy/ 
(Psa. cxlvii, 11.) Only consider the force 
of that assurance, and the comfort it must 
give to any who may be apprehensive of 
being presumptuous in indulging hopes of 
pardon. They are assured not that they 
may presume to hope that their sins may 
be forgiven, but that by so hoping they will 
display the very disposition of mind in 
which God takes pleasure."t 

Lukewarm, wavering Christian ! you who 
enter God's House of Prayer, unconcerned, 
unprepared; you who draw near the Sa- 
viour's blessed feast with uncertain faith, 

* Matthew Heniy. f William Wilberforce. 
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with few self-searching thoughts, and little 
or no proving of yourselves, with your lamp 

indeed in your hand, but untrimmed — 
" going out." I ask, have you ever con- 
sidered St. Paul's words of warning and 
rebuke to the Corinthians, and his earnest 
advice to them when " they came together 
in the Church ? " And the reason of it ? 
And have you ever thought after how long 
forbearance God at length has seen fit to 
apply this warning personally to yourself ? 
" For this cause, many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep."* 

Oh ! half-hearted Christian, look up from 
your sick bed, and thank God for your 
present chastening. Do you ask why? 
Consider the words of the 32nd verse. 
" But when we are judged, we are chas- 
tened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world." 

Be assured, your's is a loving correction. 
It is God's work for your soul's health. It is 
the Refiner's fire. It is the taking away the 
dross. " Shall vou not much rather be in 
subjection unto the Father of spirits and 
Uve ? "t Thank Him that He has not " let 

* 1 Cor. xi, 80. t Heb. xii, 9. 
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you alone." " By and by — shortly — ^let me 
alone a little — these," says Augustine, " were 
the answers of my heart; when I was 
sinking again into sl6ep. But * by and by' 
had no bounds ; the whole of my evil lay 
in a will stubbornly set in opposition to Thy 
will." And God would not let him alone 
*^ till he had found Christ Jesus, calling and 
sajdng, ' I am the way, the truth, and the 
life; " 

And what was the "Afterward?" He 
^ learned to rejoice with trembling.' "* 

Oh! lukewarm Christian, "almost per- 
suaded," almost saved — Awake! Be in 
earnest about your soul. Shall it be said of 
you, " Have you suffered so many things in 
vain ?"t " I gave her space to repent, bnt 
she repented not." % 

Search your own heart; commune with 
it now in your sick chamber, and be stiU. 
Do it, " with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit." 

" Examine yourself whether you be in the 
faith ; prove your own self." " Sanctify the 
Lord God in your hearts; and be ready 

* Life of St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, published 1832. 
t Gal. iii, 4. I Rev. ii, 21. 
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alivrays tb give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is 
m you, with meekness and fear." 

*• What hope then have you of heaven ?" 
What reason have you to think you will go 
there ? What good foundation for believing 
that your sins are forgiven ? And that you 
have ever come to the " heavenly feast, in 
the marriage-garment required by God in 
holy Scripture ?"* What grounds for know- 
ing that the Holy Spirit dwells in you? 
And would such a knowledge and belief 
give you any particular comfort or joy ? Or 
to be told, "if ye live after the flesh, ye 
shall die."t Would that thought, as ap- 
plied to your own case, ever cause you one 
day of uneasiness, sorrow, anxiety, or alarm ? 

Oh ! my friend, we must all have a time 
of need, a death hour, a last moment. 
"You will want heart religion when you 
come to die ; the poetry of religion will not 
do then." Oh ! for such an heart and end 
as his whose dpng words these were4 

* Exhortation before the Holy Communion. 
t Romans viii, 13. 
I Leigh Richmond's youthful and godly son, Wilber- 
force. Words spoken by him to " a dear Sister" a short time 
before his death. Domestic Portraiture. 
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Alas ! for us, if we. have left till that last 

moment to ask ourselves the momentous 

question St. Paul likewise so searchingly 

put to his Corinthian converts, ^^ Know ye 

not your ownselves, how that Jesus Christ 

is in you, except ye be reprobates ?"* 

Believer, need it be said to you in your 

present trouble and sickness, that the " Lord 

hath both spoken unto you, and Himself 

hath done it?"t Need we ask you why 

you are chastened of Him? Or tell you 

that affliction and suffering are to God's 

dear children tokens of a Father's love — 

earnests of their heavenly inheritance. 

Is it not enough to remind you here of the 

" faithful saying," " If we suffer, we shall 

also reign with Him?":}: And again, "If 
so be that we suffer with Him, that we may 

be also glorified together." || " Glorified 

together !" What a word of comfort is that 

to every sorrowing believer! How great 

is the " Afterward" here promised ! Its ful- 

* 2 Cor. xiii, 5. f Isaiah xxxviii, 15. 

I 2 Tim. ii, 12. Bodily suffering also, as in verse 9 of this 
chapter we observe the Apostle speaks of " suffering trouble, 
even unto bonds." How great a consolation is this for the 
patient, uncomplaining Christian on a sick bed ! 

Rom. viii, 17. 
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filment^ how far above what it has " entered 
into the heart of man to conceive ! " 

And in that scene of joy unspeakable, 
the blissful vision at Patmos, in that great 
multitude which no man could number, 
standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, in the blessed assurance given to the 
beloved apostle who heard and saw what 
he recorded — that they shall neither hunger 
nor thirst any more ; that " there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nor 
pain." In that "Afterward" of " light " and 
glory, the believer sees by faith every pro- 
mise fulfilled in the kingdom of his Father 
to the afflicted child of God. Then he 
learns that these redeemed ones who have 
gone before him through the dark valley, 
and passed onwards to their home in heaven, 
that " these" ransomed souls " are they 
which came out of great tribulation/"**' 

"Then" they shall see Him "face to 
face." "They shall see Him as He is."t 

* Rev. vii, 14. f 1 John iii, 2. 
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CHAPTER III. 

" Let us go on unto perfection." — Hebrews vi, 1. 

St. Paul shows us that tribulation is a 
means to work in our moral nature many 
blessed results. A progressing, perfect- 
ing work. He tells us so from his own 
experience. He writes to the Romans 
with joyful assurance as " knowing " this.'**' 
And he gives us Hkewise the reason of his 
cheerful confidence and glorying. It seems 
to rest here upon two things. The love of 
God in his heart, and the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. He says, " we glory in tribulations 
also : knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience ; and patience, experience ;t and 
experience, hope ; and hope maketh not 

* Rom. V, 3. 
t *' The word * experience' signifies likewise approbation 
in consequence of trial. (Phil, ii, 22.) Not only one who is 
tried, but one who is approved." (Rom. xii, 2.) — Machnight. 
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ashamed ; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, 
which is given unto us." 

And where can we turn for a better illus- 
tration of the Apostle's words than to the 
chequered life of " the man after God's own 
heart ?" For instance, how rich throughout 
in Christian experience, patience, and hope, 
is that beautiful Psalm the forty-second. 
It appears to have been written when the 
Psalmist was quite weighed down in mind 
and body by his many afflictions,as if God had 
forgotten him, and '^ all His waves and His 
billows had gone over him." Reproached 
and troubled daily by the scorner, he was 
full of heaviness, vexed, and disquieted. 
Such was David's great tribulation. Yet 
again and again he continues to express his 
hope and confidence in God " The health 
of his countenance," and his God."* Oh 
Christian! it would needs be so, because 
we see continually ^' the love of God was 
shed abroad in his heart by ^'the Spirit of the 
Lord, which came upon him."t 

And the Psalms abound with the like ex- 
amples of this work of tribulation in the 

* Yei-se 11. f 1 Sara, xvi, 13. 
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soul of the believer, its " Present " and 
^^ Afterward." In some parts beginning 
with words from the lowest depths of sor- 
row, and ending with a joyful melody of 
praise and hope. It is so in the 31st Psalm, 
which is supposed to allude to David's great ' 
diflficulties and dangers in the city of Keilah, 
when he fled for fear of Saul into the wil- 
derness of Maon.* And where in so remark- 
able a manner he did indeed " experience " 
the '' marvellous loving-kindness of the Lord 
in a strong city." Thus at the 9th and 12th 
verses, " I am in trouble, mine eye is con- 
sumed with grief. I am forgotten as a dead 
man out of mind : I am like a broken vessel." 
But what can be more hopeful and encou- 
raging than the end. " O love the Lord, all 
ye His saints : the Lord preserveth the 
faithful. Be of good courage, and He shall 
strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in 
the Lord." 

And so with that " little flock," who had 
'^ continued " with their dear Lord and 
Master " in His temptations ;" who had 
shared with Him privation and suffering, 
and the hatred of the world.t Is it not true 

* 1 Sam. xxiii. 25 — 27. f Mark x, 25 ; John xvii, 14 
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to say of them, to whom *^ it was given, not 
only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for 
His sake;"* that both in this their *' Present" 
lot, but how much more " Afterward," t tri- 
bulation was working in them "patience, 
experience, and hope." The " hope which 
maketh not ashamed." For well we know, 
that the strength of their patience, the glory 
of their.hope, the very life of their being, 
was the love of Christ the Lord " shed 
abroad in their hearts." 

One example from the familiar narrative 
in the fifth chapter of St. Luke's gospel may 
serve to illustrate this.^ 

Our Blessed Saviour is walking by the 
lake of Gennesareth, or sea of Galilee. Great 
multitudes follow Him. They seem on such 
occasions to have regarded neither cold, 
nor heat, hunger, time, nor place. Whether 
" He taught them early in the Temple," or 
by the " mountain side," or " in the plain," 
or *' on the shore," or " in desert places ;*' 

^:' Phil. i. 29. f Acts v, 41. 

I Simon Peter we know was not yet an Apostle, but he 
had seen Jesus before. (John i, 42.) And as we read in the 
preceding chapter, (Luke iv,) had experienced the loving- 
kindness of tlie Lord in his own household, when at His 
word Simon's wife's mother was " immediately'* recovered of 
a fever. 
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when ^^ the sun was setting," or *^ when it 
was day." Whether *^ He entered into vil- 
lages, or cities, or country," they seek Him, 
come unto Him, stay Him, that He should 
not depart from them. And " they heard 
Him gladly." ** They were very attentive 
to hear Him."* 

Now it is said " the people pressed upon 
Him to hear the word of God." They would 
not willingly lose one syllable of what He is 
teaching them. Oh half-awake, half-a-day, 
unimpressed, unconcerned hearers ! You, 
whom we see assembled in many of our 
village churches on the Lord's day — how 
does this shame vou ! Take a lesson from 
the earnest attention of these ignorant, but 
anxious crowd of listeners who " press upon 
Jesus," hungering and thirsting for the Word 
of Life. Take a lesson, too, from converted 
heathen in our own days, who desire so 
heartily, so earnestly the " sincere milk of 
the Word that they may grow thereby." 
Who are known to traverse sea, and land, 
and plains of snow, to obtain what they 
seem to prize, it has been said, " more than 
gold or silver." To take one instance out 
of many, a missionary, writing from the 

* Luke iv, 42 ; xix, 48. 
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Waikatoo station some years ago, says, 
"the desire for the Word of Life is still 
undiminished, and the offer of a New Tes- 
tament is in many cases more tempting than 
the most costly article. In my late trip to 
that remote place, Tampo, I used many, 
though vain, efforts in various parts of the 
lake to get a guide to Otawoo. None could 
be induced to accompany me. It was a 
four days' journey through a barren and 
deserted country, in the depth of winter, the 
frost being then very severe. At last I hit 
upon the expedient of offering a New Tes- 
tament. It was immediately accepted. Two 
guides accompanied me to fetch it ; and a 
third joined us for the sake of conversation 
and baptism, and the chance of getting an- 
other." And then observe, the people are 
not bid to keep back. We do not once read 
that the Lord rebuked the multitude for so 
" pressing " around Him. On the contrary, 
" He entered into one of the ships, which 
was Simon's, and He sat down" and con- 
tinued to " teach the people out of the ship.'* 
" He sits and speaks, " says one, "perhaps 
for hours.'' 

" When Jesus had left speaking," He bid 
the owner of the vessel launch out into deep 
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water, and " let down their nets for a 
draught." Simon Peter it might naturally 
be supposed was wearied and dispirited, 
possibly more than usually anxious that no 
success had attended their labours through 
so many long hours. And " he answering 
said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the 
night and have taken nothing ; nevertheless 
at Thy word 1 will let down the net." 

And now consider how much of real faith, 
patience, and hope is expressed in these 
words, " nevertheless at Thv word I will let 
down the net." Prompt and unhesitating 
was their obedience — immediate the bless- 
ing on it. 

Is any poor man now reading this tract, 
who is laid aside by a sickness long and 
wasting from earning a living for himself 
and family ? He thinks his lot a hard one. 
His heart covets and yearns after earthly 
riches and comforts. He is sorrowful, des- 
ponding, faithless. My friend, this need 
not, ought not so to be. Here are two les- 
sons for you to learn from this gospel nar- 
rative, which seems just to suit your case. 
I will tell you what they are. And may the 
Spirit of love and mercy apply them to your 
heart and conscience. d 2 
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First, observe, our blessed Lord did not 
see fit to give instant help to Simon Peter 
and his fellow labourers. He entered into 
the ship he had borrowed of them and 
taught the people out of it. It might be 
He would have these poor fishermen gain a 
readier trust and a clearer faith from hear- 
ing His words, before He tried and proved 
them. 

And to bring this one point still nearer 
home to yourself. Sick man, when " your 
spirit is vexed within you, and your heart 
within you is desolate," say, do you know 
what it is — " in God's word to rejoice : in the 
Lord's word to comfort you ?"* 

Close at hand, and continually in your 
thoughts, are the remedies given for your 
bodily ailments. Is it so with your Bible r 
When you cannot read or understand the 
directions written for your cure, I have 
known many of you get a neighbour, wife, 
or child to tell them over to you. Have you 
ever desired this to be done by the texts, 
precepts, and promises of your Bible ? You 
watch daily to see if you are benefitted by 
the medicine prescribed for your complaint; 
are uneasy and anxious if you feel ybu have 

* Psa. cxliii, 4 ; Ivi, 10. 
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gained no good from them. I ask, have you 
ever once cared like this for whdt concerns 
your never-dying soul ? Whether that pros- 
pereth and is in health ?* Again, when you 
say you " trust the Lord will raise you up 
again to health and strength," do you really 
mean anything by it? If you honestly 
searched your own heart, would you not find 
that your trust, confidence, and hope is far 
oftener placed in earthly means, quite apart 
from God ? Such as in the changes of the 
weather, the return of spring or summer as 
may be, or in the skill of your medical ad- 
viser. This is a sad mistake. For of what 
avail is all this, unless it pleases God to 
bless them to your recovery? And have 
you ever once heartily and sincerely prayed 
Him to do so ? Have you ever asked God 
for any one thing on your sick bed ? for any 
particular blessing, spiritual or temporal ? 
and as if you believed that ^' every good gift 
is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights ?" or are you waiting till all 
human means have failed? till bye and bye, 
till to-morrow ? " We know not what shall 
be on the morrow,"t Did the men in Noah's 
day know what should be on that morrow, 

* Baptismal Service ; 3 John 2. f James iv, 14. 
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when the flood came and took them all away? 
It is written, they " knew not." '' Give me 
respite but till the morrow," was a cry that 
went up to God from the death-bed of one 
who was rich in this world's goods, but had 
been most " wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind," as regarded the spiritual life 
or death of his own immortal soul ! ^' Per- 
ceiving his danger increase, and grown des- 
perate, he called loud with repeated clamors, 
' give me respite but till the morrow,' and 
with these words he died. " 

Have you ever read, or heard read, the 
message of death the Lord sent to Hezekiah 
by His Frophet ? And do you remember 
what that good king then did ? And that 
before Isaiah was gone out even into the 
middle court or city, the Lord said to him, 
"Turn again and tell Hezekiah, I have 
heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: 
behold, I will heal thee/' And do we not 
observe that the use of means were still 
bidden by the Prophet to "recover" the 
king of his sickness ? But the prayer for 
God to spare him came first, the means used 
afterwards.* 

And lastly, note well the other lesson 

* 2 Kings XX, 4, 5; Isaiah xxxviii, 21. 
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this narrative teaches ycu. Yes, poor man, 
note it well. See when the love of Christ 
is really "shed abroad in the heart," 
how quickly it brings down the value and 
desire after earthly gain and profit in the 
mind of the believer to their right level. 
Just so it was with these Galilean fishermen. 
They appear to have had nothing to depend 
on but the labour of their hands for a sub- 
sistence ; indeed their calling as fishermen 
must, we know, be a far more uncertain one 
for a living than any labourer's in a country 
village. They "had toiled all that night, 
and had taken nothing ;" and now when an 
early sale of the great draught of fishes 
would doubtless have much bettered their 
present circumstances — " when they had 
brought their nets to land, they forsook all 
and followed Jesus." 

My friend, this may perhaps appear more 
real, and easier to be believed by you, if I 
relate a short and very simple narrative. 
And chiefly may it impress upon your 
heart this most blessed truth that the com- 
forts and consolations of the gospel bring 
just the same peace and "joy in believing'* 
to every one that is bom of the Spirit, 
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whether he be high, or low, rich or poor, 
learned or unlearned. 

In the humble lot of the cottager I am 
about to speak of, there is but little incident 
or variety in his life or death to describe. 
During the time that Warren resided in the 
parish (except when sorrowing over his past 
sins, which never appeared to have been 
either great or heinous ones, and lamenting 
that he had not earlier given up his heart to 
God), he generally seemed to enjoy much 
true peace of mind,' and to " abound in hope." 
Through sickness and poverty to be most 
patient, and to exercise a cheerful and con- 
stant trust in Christ his Saviour. 

When his health permitted, Warren was 
a constant and regular attendant on all 
the means of grace. If sickness or the 
increasing infirmities of age prevented him 
from being present in God's House, on His 
holy day, he would get a neighbour to call 
on his way home from Church to tell him 
the texts of the morning and afternoon 
sermons. He would then take delight in 
comparing the word spoken with other por- 
tions of Scripture. He would earnestly 
speak of the need we have to harrow the 
seed well into the heart, and to pray to 
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God to water it and keep it there by His 
grace, lest Satan should come and "take 
away that which was sown in it."* His 
readiness at all times to do a kindness to 
any one, young or old, and the meekness 
with which he spoke a word in season to 
those around him, might have led to the 
remark T once heard from a neighbour, 
"that Master Warren's ways and talk 
were just like those of a gentleman's." And 
this needs not surprise us. For such we 
often see is the eflfect of the gospel on men's 
hearts, whether they be unlearned in earthly 
wisdom, or low in station. He who daily 
feels and acknowledges the nearness of his 
Saviour, and is striving to walk with God, 
is, we often see, gifted with a gentleness 
and refinement which a sense of that pre- 
sence and the influence of the Spirit could 
alone have bestowed. And this agrees with 
what Scripture tells us of "the wisdom 
which is from ,above."t 



* Two farmers possessed two fields that lay next each other. 
The one had rich crops, the other very scanty ones. " How 
comes it," said the one to the other, ** that your field hears 
so well, and mine so poorly, when my land is as good as 
yours ?" ** Why, neighhour," said the other, " the reason 
is this — ^you only sow your field, but I both sow mine and 
harrow in the seed." — Rev. R. MCheyne. 

f James iii, 17. 
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Sickness and infirmity, from an attack of 
paralysis, fell heavily on this poor man the 
last few years of his life. But though en- 
feebled in body, his mind remained quite 
clear, and his temper never seemed to lose 
its Christian hopefulness and meekness. 
His wife had been dead some years. One 
child (a daughter) had married, and she 
and her husband, who was a labourer, lived 
with their large family some little distance 
from the parish. Owing to want of means. 
Warren had to give up his cottage and seek 
a lodging in the village. Here a small attic 
for his bedroom was given up to him, and 
it did indeed seem a very cold, dark, and 
desolate looking place for a sick man's rest. 
Yet when expressions of pity escaped from 
one who visited him, at a time when he lay 
there weak and ill, he quickly replied, *^ we 
know, Sir, it is but for a moment." In fine 
weather, and being now partially recovered, 
Warren, when able to get out, would seat 
himself in the sunshine on the trunk of an 
old tree near the cottage, where the writer 
of this tract has frequently seen and con- 
versed with him, and more than once heard 
him express his thankfulness to God for 
giving him this enjoyment. He was one 
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day reading the 1 4th chapter of St. John's 
Gospel, and remarked, " that though he was 
always right glad when his clergyman paid 
him a visit, and he could ask him to explain 
passages in the Bible he could not always 
understand ; yiet what a thing it was," (a 
favorite expression with him,) " for the poor 
man, that there were such chapters like this 
which lighted up the way to heaven so 
clearly, that they never wanted any expla- 
nation at all." "Surely, Sir, then," he 
added, '^ it must be a man's own fault if he 
will not take the right road." That chapter, 
and the latter part of the 4th of the 2nd of 
Corinthians, and the 21st and 22nd of Re- 
velations, but especially these two last, he 
most frequently read and rejoiced over. 
And his faith seemed quickened, and sus- 
tained, and kept above the world by dwell- 
ing on the prospect of a rest so blessed and 
eternal I 

" My brother Charles," he said one day, 
"is gone home. He sent for me last week 
just before his death, and as it was not far 
off, I managed to get there in a borrowed 
cart." "Good bye, Thomas," said he to 
me, " I shall soon be at home and happy." 
" It does certainly seem such a great things" 
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Warren continued, as if musing to himself, 
" and so pleasant to think on, that those we 
have cared so much about here, and who 
have served under the same Master as our- 
selves, should now be really gone to live 
with Him, and to be well oflf for ever ! " As 
poor Warren's infirmities increased, and 
another fit occurred, his daughter had him 
removed to her own cottage. He had, how- 
ever, been there but a short time, when a 
message came from him one day to the 
clergyman of the parish he had left, ex- 
pressing his desire to see him once more, 
" as he thought his end was near." On the 
clergyman's arrival, Warren was sinking 
fast, and only just able to say a few words, 
" Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners." That thought was now the dpng 
man's hope and light as he entered the dark 
valley. And his end was peace. Warren 
was buried, according to his own wish, in 
the village where he had passed so many 
years of his life. The funeral took place 
on the Sunday after his death, and con- 
sidering how few relatives Warren had left 
behind him, seldom perhaps had there been 
seen a more sad and serious looking train 
of mourners, young and old, following a 
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poor man to his last resting place. The 
afternoon service was over, and as I walked 
slowly homewards across our quiet Church- 
yard, and past the fresh closed grave, I 
thought of our poor friend's words when 
he lay weak and suflfering in that cold and 
dreary garret, "it is but for a moment.'* 
And so in dwelling now on the blessed re- 
lease of our departed brother from the 
burden of the flesh," and his deliverance for 
ever out of the miseries of this sinful world, 
to, we humbly hoped, a glorious and in- 
corruptible inheritance. — ^The past years of 
his life, compared with eternity, did indeed 
appear to have dwindled to a mere point, a 
moment of time ! And as I recalled the 
concluding words in that most consoling 
verse,* " our light affliction — worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory," I could, not but reflect upon the 
comfort and abiding strength God's dear 
children ever derive from all the Bible pro- 
mises of future glory and blessedness : but 
especially when visited with earthly sorrows 
and crosses. And, I thought, surely it must 
have been from a firm belief in this their 
truth and certainty which, through grace> 

* 2 Cor. iv, 17. 
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enabled that poor man to regard- his many 
afflictions as "light." To bear them in 
patience, faith, and hope, and to look upon 
his months, and days, and hours of weak- 
ness and poverty, as " but for a moment ! " 
"And so God dresses His children for 
heaven." 

Believer, you are now on a sick bed ; 
your days are dark and cloudy, and you 
" faint" because the " Present ' chastening 
seems " grievous," and the way rough and 
hard. Because you see no leadings or un- 
foldings of God's providence whereby you 
may map out for earth a brighter, happier 
"Afterward." And how is this? And 
what may be the cause ? Where are now 
your hopes and desires ? Where your once 
glad confession, " whom have I in heaven 
but Thee, and there is none upon earth that 
I desire in comparison of Thee ? " You do 
not doubt that " the Lord is your Shepherd, 
therefore you shall lack nothing ? — that His 
rod and staff shall comfort you"- that He 
will not take His loving-kindness from you, 
nor " suffer His truth to fail ?" You do not 
doubt that "as the sufferings of Christ 
abound in you, so your consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ?" Why then should 
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) our heart be troubled ? Why ? But that 
itlmust need His love to be " shed abroad 
in it" — " poured out into it" more confid- 
ingly, more habitually, more fully. O blessed 
and priceless gift, " the love of God our 
Saviour," shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto tis. Fear not, 
Christian friend, " as long as this anchor 
holds, you may suflfer a storm, but cannot 
suffer shipwreck."* "The Lord will give 
strength unto His people; the Lord will 
bless His people with peace." 

May our " faith grow," our love be deep- 
ened, our hope be brightened. 

" In Thee," says the Psalmist, " in Thee 
hath been my hope all the day long'' Is it 
so with you ? " I am continually looking at 
the clouds, to know whether I shall be 
pleased with God."t Rather, is that the 
way you are now looking homewards ? 

"Tribulation worketh patience, and pa- 
tience experience, and experience hope, and 
hope maketh not ashamed : because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts," 
"poured out into our hearts," for so also 
have these words been rendered.;}: How 
strong and earnest then must be the Apos- 

* Jeremy Taylor. \ Adams. \ Wkitb^. 
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tie's meaning ! And can we question, even 
had he not recorded it, what it was that so 
animated the great Apostle in all his un- 
wearied labours, anxieties, love, and sym- 
pathy for his fellow creatures, his friends, 
and foes. What it was that thus " con- 
strained " and filled the heart of him who 
so lived for others, so little for himself! 
What, but the love of Christ, which was 
shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost? 
Or his hope? Can we doubt a moment 
what was the spring and motive of such a 
continual, happy, grateful, fervent hope, in 
distresses, in persecutions, " in deaths oft" — 
what, but because the love of Christ con- 
strained him.* It was " poured out into his 
heart !" 

How much we must lose by not attaining 
to it ! 

" Thanks be unto God," he says, '^ which 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ."t 
" As we have received mercy, we faint not." 

Is the love of Christ thus shed abroad 

* 2 Cor. V, 14. 
f " The original phrase signifies, who carries us along in 
triumph with Christ. This is an allusion to the custom of 
victorious generals, who, in their triumphal processions, 
carried some of their relations with them in theii* chariot." 
— Macknight on the Epistles. 
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in your own heart ? Then it will be known 
by its fruits ! Fruit unto hoHness — the fruits 
of the Spirit. For can they not each one 
shine as brightly and with as quickening an 
influence in the chamber of sickness and 
trial, as well as in homes of health and glad- 
ness? "Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, meekness, faith, tem- 
perance." " Giving Hght to all that are in 
the house." Yes, Christian , sufferer ! we 
thank God they can, they have. 

It was said of the late Mr. Mogridge, 
(better known by the familiar name of Old 
Humphrey,) that " it was in his nature to 
look at the bright side of every event. He 
saw an oasis in every desert, and a glitter- 
ing star in the darkest night. Not only was 
he hopeful himself in the season of sickness, 
but he sought to make all in his family cir- 
cle hopeful also," 

Mr. Gericke, who was present at the sick 
and dying bed of the revered and good 
Frederick Swartz, informs us how great a 
blessing to himself who witnessed it, was his 
departing friend's animating example of 
faith, patience, and hope. " He prayed, ex- 
horted, comforted, and spoke of the repose 
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and peace of mind he enjoyed by the mercy 
of God through Christ/' 

For let us meditate as much on the 1 1 th 
verse of this chapter as we have done on 
the 5th. " We also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
received the atonement."* And not forget 
that as the first fruit of the Spirit is " Love," 
so the second is *^Joy," and the third is 
"Peace." Let us also be humbled, that 
when tried, and chastened, the gift and 
grace of "patience" has been so slow in 
taking root in our hearts. Even when im- 
patience is a sorrow to us, how often has it 
mastered our better nature ! 

Under protracted trial the Psalmist cries 
out, " Lord, how long wilt Thou punish me ?" 
But it has been remarked, " he never com- 
plains or murmurs, ^ Lord, this is too long.'" 

Lastly, Christian reader, we may never for- 
get, fear, or doubt, that what was the Apos- 
tle's strength, will most surely be ours, if 
we pray for it, look for it, use it, and 
" quench " it not. Power, through Christ, 
to do all things " by the Holy Ghost, which 
is given unto us." 

* Romans v, 11. 
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"Present" and "Afterward. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

"Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; 
but the wicked shall do wickedly : and none of the 
wicked shall understand ; but the wise shall understand." 
— Daniel xii, 10. 

We know how common it is with many 
who are called Christians, to walk by faith 
as regards the things of this world, and 
" whatsoever their hand findeth to do, doing 
it with their might." 

Ploughing, sowing, harrowing, weeding, 
the farmer patiently carries on the work, and 
waits through many long months for the time 
when the reaper will put in the sickle, and 
the wheat be gathered into his barn. He 
ploughs in hope. He sows in hope. How 
dependant he is on Providence for the 
springing up of every green blade, for the 
bringing to maturity each single ear of corn ! 

But if the times are bad, and the crops 
appear likely to fail, where is his hope and 
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belief? Do many of these persons, then, 
put faith in any one of God's blessed pro- 
mises for help in a time of need ? 

Are they able to say, as holy David did, 
" what time I am afraid, I will trust in 
Thee."* Do they know anything of the 
Christian confidence and hope which filled 
the heart of that poor converted negro 
woman, under distress and suffering ? '* Me 
care not now," she said, " what happens to 
me, for God will give me strength for all." 

" People," says Fenelon, " will rely upon 
the hand-writing of some great man, but 
they will have no assurance in the gospel. 
The world promises, and they believe. God 
protests, and they doubt whether they shall 
believe Him or not!" 

And so it would seem as if the world 
was their home. That the "continuing 
city," and the " rest'' that " remaineth," and 
" the substance of things hoped for" were 
to be here below. And all above shadows 
and unrealities. And from this state of 
mind they are often awakened sharply, 
suddenly. 

God sends into a certain house a long sick- 
ness, one " is chastened with pain upon his 

* Psalm Ivi, 8. 
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bed," or an unlooked-for disappointment, 
or a cross that must be borne, or a death ! 
*' All these things worketh God oftentimes 
with man, to bring back his soul from the 
pit, to be enlightened with the light of 
the living."* To discover to him not only 
what is in his own heart, but also to teach 
him more of God's ways. To make him 
" partaker of His holiness.f" To show 
forth His power and His all-sufficiency.:}: 
And His love.|| 

And " that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our mortal flesh."§ We 
observe the Apostle writes this down twice 
in the same chapter as the blessed result of 
trial, when summing up his own troubles, 
perplexities, and persecutions. 

Let us see, then, how far faith, and trust 
in earthly friends, will often carry and cheer 
one on through difficulty and hardship, 
when the end hoped for is worldly profit or 
happiness. And, on the contrary, how faith 
and hope slacken and fail when the gain is for 
the soul, and the " Afterward " eternal life ! 

Not long ago a poor woman, living in a 
country village, was offered a good situation 

* Job xxxiii, 19, 29, 30. f Heb. xii, 10. 

* Dan. ii, 87.. || Luke xv, 14 — 20 ; Isai. xxvii, 7, 8. 

§ 2 Cor. iv, 10, 11. 
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for her eldest daughter. She was a widow 
and had a large family, and accepted it at 
once with gratitude and joy, and immedi- 
ately set about preparing her child for the 
place. It was suggested to her that she 
had better herself first see the lady into 
whose service Esther was going, and make 
further enquiries for her own satisfaction. 
She, however, replied that " she had such 
trust in the person who had recommended 
her, that even if the place was twice the 
distance, she would be glad to let her 
daughter go, without asking anything more 
about it." 

It was the middle of winter when Esther 
and her mother set oflF in the early morning 
to the town, where the former was to 
remain. A deep snow lay on the ground, 
and the distance from the village to the 
lady's house (Esther s unseen home) several 
miles off. So full, however, was the poor 
woman's mind of the comfortable place 
promised to her child, that, on her return, 
she said " that though she and her daughter 
were quite overcome by the long walk, 
yet she often felt as if she had walked on air, 
and forgot all fatigue when she arrived at 
the place." She expressed herself, also, as 
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quite satisfied that " Hessy should not come 
back to see her for a long time to come." 
And time passed on ; the spring came, but 
before the summer ended, Esther was taken 
very ill, and for the first time since that 
snowy morning returned once more to her 
home, not again to leave it till she entered 
into one where there is rest for ever. It be- 
came evident from the symptoms that there 
was no chance of Esther's recovery. Her 
youthful days were numbered, and she was 
soon pronounced to have all the s3nGaptoms 
of a hopeless decline. Esther had been one 
of the best girls, and one of the quickest 
learners in the village school. Two things 
that do not always go together. From her 
health being too deUcate for field work, she 
was kept more to school than her younger 
sisters, and was for some time a monitor in 
the day school. She had received several 
prizes whilst at school, and one just before 
she left, as a reward for general good con- 
duct, and for regular attendance there on 
the Lord's Day. It was a real sorrow to her 
when she was obliged to be absent. And 
now she reaped the benefit of her attend- 
ance there. Her memory was stored with 
texts and hymns, which she seemed to 
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understand ; and her Bible and little Church 
Hymn Book were her daily ^tudy and great- 
est pleasure. 

A visitor expressed a fear one morning, 
that " from her cough being so troublesome 
that day, she could have had but little rest 
the previous night." Esther replied, that 
"her cough would not let her sleep, but 
that she kept thinking over a text, and the 
words of a hymn, about it, and that seemed 
to give her more rest than anything, and to 
make the night appear shorter." It was the 
last she had learned at the Sunday school. 

And now perhaps some little girl or boy, 
who may be lying on a sick or dying bed, 
and who too have loved their Sunday school, 
and, young as they are, have really come 
to Jesus, may like to know the words of the 
hymn which Esther remembered, and found 
comfort from. It had a very simple and 
beautiful text of scripture at the beginning. 
A text which I feel almost sure you know 
well. And one, on which a good bishop 
remarked, was never found in any of the 
books he had formerly delighted in before 
he loved his Bible, and had known the 
blessed change from darkness to light.* 

* St. Augustine. 
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The text and words of the hymn are these : 

*' Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest " — Matthew xi, 28 

Little one, when reading in the Book of Love, 
How the blessed Saviour left His throne above. 
And, for sinful mortals, died on Calvary, 
Leaving glory's portals opened wide and free. 

Do you, child, remember that this glorious Lord, 
Whose great love and goodness breathes in every word. 
Unto you is speaking? Heed that tender voice ! 
All that's wrong forsaking, make His love your choice. 

Little one, when softly, in the tranquil even, 

On your knees you whisper to the Lord in heaven. 

He, the high and holy, sees you kneehng there. 

And, though weak and lowly. He will hear your prayer. 

Oh. if One so lofty stoops to be your friend. 
Can you choose but love Him till your life shall end ? 
Trust Him alwavs, praying that, when death shall come. 
You may hear Him saying, "little one, come home!" 

Esther was naturally of an active turn of 
mind, and had been a great help, to her 
mother in washing and ironing, which she 
had taken in the year before her child had 
left for service. Now in that one small 
room this work was going on as usual, and 
" I am no help to mother, or to any body," 
was poor Esther's sorrowful complaint one 
day, as she sat there propped up with a 
pillow. Yet she Was generally very patient, 
and daily seemed to grow in grace, and in 
submission to her Heavenly Fathers will. 
And He " unto whom all hearts are open^ 
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and all desires known," will enstble those 
who love Him to bring their "right desires" 
to good effect. When has He not, if the 
spirit is willing, and the heart lowly, and 
the eye single for His Service ? O did we 
oftener consider how wise, how kind is our 
Merciful Father in His designs towards us, 
" in devising means"* for bringing to pass 
if not always just what we desire, yet that 
which is best for us ; should we not be more 
ready to leave all to Him without a murmur 
and without a wish ? 

In the annual Missionary Meetings in 
the village, Esther had always taken a 
great interest, and she and her mother were 
seldom, if ever, absent from them. From 
a child she had accustomed herself to save 
up her half-pence or farthings to put into 
the Missionary box. There was not a more 
"cheerful" little "giver" than Esther in 
the school, and when pence was given 
her as a promised reward for needle-work, 
she has often returned it " for the Mission- 
aries." She has given it back with such 
eager haste and pleasure as to lead one to 
believe the intention had been sincerely and 
really in her heart to do " what she could " 

* 2 Sam. xiv, 14. 
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for the spread of the Gospel. And that her 
motive was not a worldly one. 

Now it happened that the day after Esther 
had been feeling sad at being, as she 
thought, " of no use to any body," that a 
friend, who often called and read to her, 
selected an anecdote from a missionary 
report she thought might amuse and in- 
terest the sick girl. The account was from 
a Missionary, in Jamaica, who had received 
some Bibles to distribute among his people. 
It went on to say, that after the Missionary 
had done this, he told the people, "In 
twelve months all can learn to read them." 
They wished eagerly to know how. He said, 
" let every person among you who can read, 
undertake to teach five who cannot read." 
Who, he asked, " is willing to do so? " Im- 
mediately thirty stood up, and engaged to 
become teachers of the rest. And they 
were as good as their word. " I met one 
of them" said the Missionary "after he 
had done his day's work, going from the 
place of his abode. I asked whither are 
you going ? " He replied, " I am going to 
such a place." " What are you going for at 
Ihis time in the evening ? that place is seven 
miles off." " Yes, Massa, I am goiu^ tk^xie.^ 
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and don't you know why I am going there — 
to teach my five : but I have more than 
five scholars, I have thirtv there." At first, 
for want of books, the teachers were 
obliged to take their scholars to the burial- 
grounds, and teach them to read and spell 
the letters on the tomb-stones. ** The good 
work proceeded among them prosperously 
and delightfully." 

An expression of thoughtful pleasure 
passed over Esther's pale face after the 
visitor had finished reading this incident. 

And on her friend calling at the cottage 
a day or two after, she found Esther with 
a class around her of her two little sisters 
and brother, not yet old enough for school, 
and two cousins who lived next door. She 
was teaching them in her own simple way 
of the love of Jesus to their souls, and ask- 
ing questions from "the Peep of Day" 
which had been lent her by a gentleman's 
little boy, who used to like to call and take 
her flowers. This appeared to have been 
the result of the missionary narrative, and 
was continued till within a few days of her 
death. For as it often happens with this 
complaint^ Esther was not confined to her 
bed tih just at the last. And her mother 
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said she was "right glad Hessy had taken 
so to teach the children, as it kept them 
quiet, and there was nobody they minded 
like her." And Esther seemed happy in 
her work, and in feeling that she was now 
of use to some one. 

And as the sick girl's strength decreased, 
she seemed to become more lowly in her 
own eyes, and to increase in the knowledge 
of Jesus. There were bright evidences 
that ^' God had sent forth the Spirit of His 
Son into her heart." And so there might 
well have sprung up for the mother's ex- 
ceeding comfort, a joyful and an assured 
hope that her child's end would be a bless- 
ed one ; that she was travelling towards a 
heavenly country, an unseen, but promised 
home, free from every sorrow, pain, or want. 

For the first time the messenger of death 
was fast approaching that cottage door. 
How then did the mother's faith stand this 
unlooked for trial ? Did she confide in her 
Heavenly Father's faithfulness as readily as 
she had trusted in earthly promises for her 
child's happiness? Alas! I must say it 
was not so. Though she was what would 
probably be called a religious - minded 
woman^ by no means ignorant of her Bihle^ 
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and often I have heard her very fluent in 
quoting texts from it, yet she had never 
seemed to make conscience of being reli- 
gious-hearted. "The faith that is seen," 
said one of old, ^*is better than the faith 
which is heard." 

And now not only was she filled with 
sorrow at the prospect of losing Esther, (as 
it was quite natural she should be,) but she 
became fretful, impatient, and murmuring. 
" She thought it very hard indeed," she said, 
" to have such a trial sent her, she did not 
deserve it ; what should she ever do without 
Hessy ?" Affliction was.proving her, trying 
the reality of her professions, and she was 
found wanting. And just as the storms 
and cold of winter discover to the poor 
man the rents and weakness of his cottage 
walls, which in the sunshine and warmth of 
summer would not be thought of, so does 
our Heavenly Father, by a season of sick- 
ness and trial, often prove to His children 
their own imperfections and nothingness. 
He sends " a storm against the wall," that 
He alone may be "the strength of our heart, 
and our portion for ever."* And in time the 
poor mother learned this lesson. The Lord 

* Psalm Ixxiii, 26. 



73 

was pleased to bless to her soul's conso- 
lation her child s good example. Like an- 
other little Sunday scholar called early into 
her Father's kingdom, Esther's daily wish 
and prayer for her sorrowing mother seemed 
to be such as her's was, who had said, " O 
mother, take one heart only. It is not good 
to have two hearts, have but one." 

And by degrees the mother gained, 
through grace, that knowledge which gives 
to sorrow such as hers, a new and blessed 
meaning. She confessed " I know, O Lord, 
that Thy judgments are right, and that 
Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me."* 

The death of Esther happened sooner 
than was expected. 

Late in the evening of a bright spring 
day, I took my walk to the cottage where 
Esther lived. It stood with another adjoin- 
ing it, alone in a sloping meadow, and was 
very pleasantly situated. And as I walked 
on I tried to keep my thoughts down to 
the purport of my visit. To sympathy, and 
*' brotherly kindness'* for the mourner, and 
learning lessons from, and strengthening as 
God helped, and willed the faith and hopes 
of the dying one. By His works, as well as 

* Psalm cxix, TS. 
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by His grace ; by one of our highest earthly 
enjoyments — the love of nature, how often 
does our Heavenly Father engage and lead 
our hearts to things above, and to stronger 
belief in the truths of His Holv Word. 
What a blessed type, and earnest of a glo- 
rious resurrection, was now before me in the 
bursting forth into leaf of every withered 
branch, in the fresh green of the smallest, 
tenderest spray, and in the new birth of 
every buried seed ! 

How each returning spring not only glad- 
dens the spirit and refreshes the body, but 
brightens the soul of the living Christian ! 
He who *' has passed from death unto life," 
and to whom " all things are" indeed " be- 
come new I " 

As I drew near the cottage, the stillness 
of death seemed to be there. No little 
ones were playing at the door, or running 
out to look at, or greet the visitor. But 
childish sorrows and deeper grief had now 
to be soothed, and directed to Him, who 
Himself "carried our sorrows,*' and was 
" acquainted with grief.*' And to whom the 
weakest and the poorest believer, as well 
as the strongest saint, may, and must come, 
if they would be helped and comforted! 
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Through tears and sobs the mother spoke 
of her dear Esther's death, and the loss she 
would be to her. Her death had taken 
place that afternoon, and it appeared quite 
suddenly, by the breaking of a blood 
vessel. She said that Hessy had been 
restless the previous night, and that once 
between her " goings off" to sleep, she heard 
her '• say over," as she stood by her bedside, 
the last two verses in the last chapter of 
Revelations. It was one the school children 
had learned at the Sunday school. Though 
her tears fell fast, the poor mother seemed 
comforted by repeating herself the words 
her child had used. " He which testifieth 
these things saith, surely I come quickly. 
Amen. Even so, come. Lord Jesus. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. Amen." 

When I next visited Esther s mother, the 
bitterness of her trial was passing. She 
had learned to say '' it is well." And she 
" sorrowed not even as others which have 
no hope." 

" Many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried ; but the wicked shall do wicked- 
ly: and none of the wicked shall under- 
stand; but the wise shall understand*'' 
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Years roll on, and with many of us " the 

day goeth away," and " the shadows of the 

evening are stretched out."* O happy is 

he, who, when "melted and tried "t has 
been " wise,'' and has " understood the 

loving-kindness of the Lord. " Has seen 
love, tender, pardoning love in chastening. 
Whose memory records and measures mercy 
and goodness by past trials, sorrows, and 
sufferings. When ^Hhe light "which has 
" shined out of darkness hath shined in his 
heart,":): and taught the way to self accusa- 
tion, to contrition, and to Him who has re- 
freshed and given rest to his soul! O 
Christian, " till we love Him, all is dark ! " 

What, but famine and hunger, and the 
unkindness of man, brought to himself that 
younger son who had left his kind Father s 
house in a hard, rebellious, and undutiful 
frame of mind ? What, but trial and suffer 
ing made the Prodigal's thoughts rush back 
lovingly to that forsaken home of love and 
goodness, and filled his heart with yearn- 
ings to enter again the well-remembered 
household of peace and plenty || — even 
though it were as an " hired servant ?" 

* Jer. vi, 4. f J^r. ix, 7. J 2 Cor. iv, 6. 

II Luke XV, 17. 
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What awoke the " sleeper " in the ship, 
and taught the prophet, who fled to Tar- 
shish, when God had said, " Arise, ^o to 
Nineveh," that no where could he go to 
where God s presence was not, and where 
His judgments could not overtake him? 
Were not the "great wind" and the "mighty 
tempest " sent out into the sea " for Jonah's 
sake," " so that the ship was thought to be 
broken ? " Why was the gourd that he "was 
exceeding glad of"* withered up ? Why did 
the " vehement east wind " and the burning 
sun "beat upon the prophet's head, that 
he, fainted," and said, " It is better for me 
to die, than to live ?" Did not these visi- 
tations make known to Jonah his own selfish, 
unloving spirit ; and teach him how contrary 
it was to the mind of Him " who is rich in 
mercy," and who asks by His prophet 
Ezekiel, " have I any pleasure at all that the 
wicked should die ? and not that he should 
return from his ways, and live ?"t 

O reader, " it is the battle that tries the 
soldier, and the storm the pilot." It is the 
furnace and fire of affliction that proves 
the christian's faith, and work, and " makes 

* Jonah i, 4 ; iv, 6. \ Ezekiel xviii, 23. 
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manifest" " of what sort it is."* '^ Lord be 
pleased to shake my clay cottage, before 
Thou throwest it down." This was worthy 
Fuller's prayer. '' May it totter awhile," 
he said, " before it doth tumble ! Let me 
be summoned before I am surprised." 

This was Bishop Cowper*s confession in 
his sorrows, when pastor at Bothkenner, 
in Stirlingshire ; " when subject to great 
bodily infirmities, increasing disease, and 
the inward exercises of temptations, so that 
his life was almost wasted with heaviness," 
he says, " I blessed the Lord for it. It was 
unto me like the wilderness of Midian to 
Moses. A school of temptation whereby I 
learned daily more and more to know Christ 

Jesus."t 

" Only repeat to me the name of Jesus," 
were the words of another tried and suffer- 
ing saint on his sick and dying bed. Gellert, 
professor at Leipsic, (whose death was uni- 
versally lamented in all Germany, for his 
wisdom and piety,) " I find it difficult," he 

* 1 Cor. iii, 13. Afflictions contribute to the moitifvin^ 
and purging away sins. The Jews, under all the Prophets' 
thunderings, retained their idols ; but after the JUbylouish 
Captivity, it is observed, there have been no idols found 
among them. Brooks. 

f Life of William Cowper, bishop of Galloway. Written 
bjr himself, 161b. 



said 'Ho follow what is addressed to me. 
Only repeat to me the name of Jesus. 
Whenever I pronounce it, or hear it pro- 
nounced, I feel myself animated with new 
strength and fresh joy." And yet however 
humbling the confession may be, we know 
that such strong and glad consolation as 
this — to be " filled with comfort," and to 
be " exceeding joyful in all our tribulation," 
is not always attained, or experienced by 
the believer in his journey through life. Oh ! 
are there not earnest, humble souls who are 
conscious, how even by little troubles, they 
are prone to be cast down. How soon they 
lose their hold on God's promises. How slow 
they are to make them their own. How 
quickly they become dispirited, fretted, and 
weary. How often have they accused, ques- 
tioned, and condemned themselves for their 
unbelief and faintness of heart ! 

" I wish, I wish," said a dying believer 
when lamenting in deep humility his many 
short comings throughout his past life, (a life 
which many might have thought it blessed to 
have called his own,) " I wish I had con- 
versed more with the Divine Promises, I 
believe I should have found the advantage 
of it now." And he often intimated that 
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his views of Divine Faith were then far 
more vivid and impressive than they had 
ever been before.* 

Thus when the storm arose on the lake of 
Gennesareth, the Disciples in their terror 
cried out, " Master, Master, we perish." 
But we know they did not perish. " Jesus 
arose, and rebuked the wind, and the raging 
of the water : and they ceased, and there 
was a great calm.*'t 

David, too, who when a youth, had 
snatched a lamb from the mouth of the lion 
and the bear. David, the shepherd boy, 
who had gone forth alone with unshaken 
faith, to meet the defier of the armies of 
Israel with but a sling and a few small 
stones, in a moment of despondency and 
distrust, when a fugitive at Gath, said in 
his heart, " I shall now perish one day by 
the hand of Saul.":}: And with him were 
then 600 men! And had not the Lord's 
Prophet annointed him to be king over 
Israel after Saul ? 

" Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
ye will take Benjamin away:*' "all these 
things," exclaimed the aged Patriarch, " are 

* The Rev. John Sutcliffe. f Luke viU, 24. 

I 1 Sam. xxvii, 1. 
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against me." Rather, were *' all these 
things" working together for his good, 
though they came through "great afflic- 
tion."* For what was the " Afterward " to 
Jacob ? By that very son, long mourned 
by him as dead, it pleased God " to save 
their lives by a great deliverance." " And 
Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought 
to see thy face ; and, lo, God hath shewed 
me also thy seed."t 

" I could not have believed that I could 
be happy on my death bed,'* was the thought 
of a Christian of our own times — the good 
and excellent Dr. Tumer.:|: Yet when that 
awful hour arrived he was happy. Happy 
in the possession of a peace, apparantly as 
blessed and as perfect as a dying man could 
desire on this side heaven. And, reader, 
from what follows, this truth seems quite 
clear. That if we look to have Christ's own 
gift of peace,|| and His " love unto the 
end," we learn there must be — faith in 
Jesus, love of His word, and holiness of life. 

" He, (Dr. Turner) received the bible with 

* Acts vii, 11. t ^^^' xlviii, 11. 

I Dr. Turner, who so long and meritoriou^ filled the office 
of Secretary to the Geological Society. Irom a Funeral 
Sermon by the Rev. T. Dale, entitled " The Philosopher en- 
tering as a child into the kingdom of heaven." 

II John xiv, 27. 
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implicit deference, not as the word of man, 
but as it is in truth, the v^ord of God. 
Blameless, excellent as he was to outward 
appearance, in every relation of life, he 
knew that he could not abide the scrutiny 
of One who looked upon the heart ; and he 
joyfully took refuge in the comfortable doc- 
trine of an Almighty Saviour. Who is ^* able 
to save to the uttermost all that come unto 
God by. Him." 

Lastly, and above all, when tried and 
chastened, let us pray for grace to keep us 
from the sin, and the "woe" of being "wise 
in our own eyes.*" "The great failing 
of men in trial," says Owen, "is their lean- 
ing to, or leaning upon, their own under- 
standing.'' See how David writes, in the 
25th Psalm, of the dispositions needful for 
guidance in judgment, and for learning 
God's ways. Let us ask of Him to make 
our hearts "meek" and "gentle," and to 
keep up within us a constant sense of our 
own unworthiness, and of Christ's all-suffici- 
ency. 

His Spirit "shall teach us all things." 
He will guide us into all truth." 

* Isai. V, 21. 
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"Present'' and "Afterward."* 



CHAPTER V. 

" The poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that 
it was the word of the Lord." — Zechariah xi, 11. 

**I have not had a morrow for these 

« 

twenty years,** was once the saying of a 
godly man of old. Happy indeed must he 
be, however poor his lot, who can attain to 
such a believing, trusting spirit. 

My cottage friends, what do you think 
and feel of such a faith as this ? Of a Bible- 
lesson so heartily acted out ? Do many of 
you care to know whether you have any 
faith or trust at all ? How few of you 
can even say, " I have not had a morrow 
for this month, for this week, for a day." 
And what if you had always ieft the morrow 
in God's hands ? If you had done as you 
were bid, and " cast all your care on Him, 
who careth for you," oh! poor man, how 
many days, how many years of anxious, 
restless, world-worn thoughts you mi^ht 
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then have been spared ! What cares and 
doubts you might have been freed from 
which have so often made the "Present" 
grievous, and filled the " Afterward " with 
forebodings of want and trouble ! 

" I never can leave off thinking of what 
is to become of all my children, and how 
they are to be provided for, and how I shall 
ever find enough for them to eat as they 
grow up. Give over fretting about it I 
caij't. I never know what it is to be really, 
what one would call, happy for a single day 
together. And this is the reason why I 
have given up for so long coming to the 
Lord's Table. All have their troubles, and 
I am sure I have mine." This was said a 
short time ago by one who stood, with a 
baby in her arms, by the sick bed of a 
relative. One who, with her husband, was 
in very comfortable circumstances, and not 
only able to clothe and maintain her family, 
but also to keep a servant to assist. 

" I have never known what it is really to 
want for one day's bread since I have looked 
up to the Lord for help, and have practised 
those words I was advised in my troubles 
to say over every day, ^ casting all your 
care on Him, for He careth for vou.' He 
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is as true as His word, you may depend 
upon it. I have been brought pretty low 
too, to the last morsel many a time. But 
I have prayed, and trusted, and been helped. 
And, bless the Lord, we are as happy as# 
the richest, I be bound to say." 

This was said one day by a very poor 
woman, a widow with a large family, the 
day after a Communion Sunday, when, as 
was her custom and privilege, she had been 
present with one of her children at this 
blessed means of grace. The two conver- 
sations oflFered so striking a contrast, (and 
coming from persons living near each other 
in the same village,) such an illustration of 
the oft-repeated saying that happiness does 
not depend on money, place, or station, that 
the writer of this Tract was induced to 
note them down. 

Poor man, I propose to speak to you 
now with especial reference to this subject, 
namely, of the sorrow and carefulness which 
poverty and earthly hardship daily pour in 
upon your hearts. Oh ! my friends, there 
is a peace which " shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus." If you 
would but seek it rightly — " by prayer and 
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supplication, with thanksgiving."* There 

are promises, rich abundant promises, as 

plain as they are sufficient; for the cure and 

quiet of every aching, troubled heart. If you 

.would but believe them ! t " For the Lord 

God is a sun and a shield ; no good thing 

will He withhold from them that walk 

uprightly.":}: 

In the first place, it seems clear that if 
we leave the morrow with God, we shall 

better see, and be more thankful for our 
present, every-day mercies, and common 
comforts. Let us not hide from ourselves 
the fact that we are not half enough ob- 
servant of them. That we do not consider 
as we ought how soon, and at any one 
moment, they may be withdrawn. How 
often might the recollection that they have 
never hitherto failed us, have rebuked our 
mistrust, and revealed to us the fact of our 
heavenly Father's never-failing love and care 

* Phil. iv. 6. 

f Promises of help in trouble : — 
Isaiah Ixv, 13, 24. Isaiah xlix, 13. Isaiah xlvi, 13,14. 

Job V, 19—22. Job viii, 20, 21. Prov. xiv, 26. 

Psalm xxxvii, 18, 19. Psalm 1, 15. Psalm xxiii, 1—4. 

Psalm cii, 17 Matt, vi, 25, 30. Phil, iv, 19. 

The certainty of the Promises. 
Joshua xxiii, 14. Isaiah xlvi, 11. Psalm Ixxxix, 34. 

Romans viii, 32. 2 Cor. i, 20. Num. xxiii, 19. 

Heb. vi, 18. Heb. xiii, 8. 

I Psalm Ixxxiv, 11. 
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for the creatures of His hand. For instance, 
how valuable to us all, but especially to the 
poor man, as he well knows, are the earthly 
blessings of health and strength, nor can 
** there be any more absolute dependance 
than that for every breath which sustains 
it.'* How easy it would be for God to sus- 
pend our breathing! How incessant the 
care, how unceasing the providence by 
which, whether we sleep or wake, whether 
we remember or forget Him, He heaves 
our chest, fills our lungs, restores the vitality 
of our blood, and infuses vigour into our 
frame ! *'* 

And so through all his hours of toil, and 
daily labour — when the poor man has gone 
forth to plough, to sow, ^^ to open and break 
the clods of the ground — when he makes 
plain the face thereof — and casts in the 
wheat and the barley in their place " — how 
might such a truth as this — a truth which 
inspiration has so long ago declared, 
strengthen and refresh his spirits, and fill 
his heart with praise and gladness, "for 
his God doth instruct him, and doth teach 
him ! "t 

And why do we suppose the Apostle re- 

* Barnes, f Isaiah xxviii, Ji4-^26, 
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minded the Athenians, that such every-day 
mercies, as life and breath, which multi- 
tudes receive without any thankfulness, were 
God's especial gifts to man ? It was surely 
to awaken in them more love and gratitude 
to the God of all creation, the Maker of 
heaven and earth, in whom alone " we live, 
and move, and have our being."* 

O poor man, thoughts of want, and of 
the hardness of your lot, darken your 
cottage home ; and the light of the 
Saviour's love has not yet found entrance 
there. You are craving to be rich. You 
think the rich must be happy. You are 
prescribing to God's wisdom. You are 
tempted to say in the same spirit as the 
Israelites of old did, " the way of the Lord 
is not equal." " Can God furnish a table in 
the wilderness ? Can He give bread also ? 
Can He provide flesh for His people?*'! 
Is this really the case with you ? Are you 
indeed such an one? Ah, my cottage 
friends, God's ways are far more equal in 
His dealings toward the children of men, 

* A little boy, whose mother had been reading to him a 
tale called " the Atheist," enquired what the word meant ? 
On her explaining its meaning, he exclaimed, " Not believe 
in God, mother ? Who does he expect made the world, and 
his own body?" 

t Psalm Ixxviii, 19, 20. 
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even here below, than many of you think for. 
If the young ruler, whom Jesus loved, had 
given up this world's goods — ^had trusted in 
God, and not in riches, he might we be- 
lieve have cast in his happy lot with the fish- 
ermen of the Galilean lake, who so readily 
left their boats and nets, and " forsook all," 
to follow their dear Lord and Master. 

Have you ever heard of a certain rich 
man whose ground brought forth so plenti- 
fully, whose goods increased so largely, that 
he had to consider what he should do, be- 
cause he had no room where to bestow all 
his fruits ? That certain rich man, who took 
such care for himself, and the morrow, but 
who was so very poor toward God, laying 
up as he thought much goods for many 
years ; making great plans for the future 
of pulling down and building up ' How con- 
fident he was ** within himself" of much en- 
joyment and pleasure, "taking his ease, 
eating, drinking, and being merry." Had 
he lived here amongst us in this parish, 
think you, my friend, that any doubts would 
have risen up in your mind as to that man s 
fancied wisdom and happiness! Possibly 
not one. , But lo ! on that very day — that day 

F8 
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so full of hopes, and plans, and provision 
for months and years to come, in one moment 
he ceased to live and to breathe ! And 
with all his worldliness and unpreparedness 
for the grave, it was that rich man's last 
for this world. *^ God said unto him, thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required 
of thee : then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided ? "* 

Have you ever heard of a poor widow 
who was once met by a Prophet of God, in 
the midst of a three years' famine, gather- 
ing sticks at the gate of a city called 
Zarephath ? So very poor and necessitous ; 
so reduced to want by. the prevailing 
scarcity, that for another day's sustenance 
there was left her but " a handful of meal, 
and a little oil in a cruse." She and her 
son were " even hard at death's door.'* 
Think then, how tr5'ing must have been 
Elijah's request after she had told him of her 
great destitution. ** Bring me," he said, 
" a morsel of bread in thine hand. Make 
me, thereof, a little cake firsts and after 
make for thee and thy son." But she stay- 
ed not to question or to doubt. At once 
she ventured on the promise of God then 

* Luke xii, 16—20. 
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given her by the Prophet, " and she went 
and did according to the saying of Elijah.'* 
And the Lord blessed and multiplied her 
little store. "And she, and he, and her 
house, did eat many days." And for "a full 
year," and till the time of famine was past, 
" the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did 
the cruse of oil fail."* 

" Take, therefore, no thought for the mor- 
row, for the morrow shall take thought for 
the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof." " On that they must 
all live," was bravely said by one of a good 
heart and true, (Mr. Lawrence, who lived 
in the days of persecution and martyrdom,) 
on being once asked how he meant to main- 
tain his wife and ten children. With cheer- 
ful confidence he made answer, " they must 
all live on Matt, vi, 34." 

Again, and secondly, What shall we do 
to be freed from "careful suspense," and 
a troubled heart, and undue anxiety about 
the supply of to-morrow's wants ? " Shall 
we,'* you ask, "sit still and do nothing, 
and give up all ward and watch, and not 
apply to any kind of duty ?" Not so at all. 
Will God, do you think, ever bless such a 

* 1 Kings xvii, 16. 
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dead faith as that ? "This," observes Leigh- 
ton, " is the ignorant and perverse mistake, 
the reasonless reasoning of the flesh. ' Cast- 
ing all your care on Him, for he careth for 
you. Be sober, be vigilant/ You see these 
are here joined, as not only agreeable, but 
inseparable." 

Resolve then, by God's grace assisting 
you, to live more by faith, and strive to 
keep your mind down to the spirit of the 
petition our Lord himself has required us to 
pray, '^ Give us for the day our daily bread." 
'^ Take no thought for the morrow ;" " that 
is in the Greek," says a learned commen- 
tator, " do not be shifted in your minds from 
side to side." Is not the supply of food as 
much in God's hands to bestow, or with- 
hold, as the Hfe and being of His creatures ? 
Are we not plainly told, " our Father know- 
eth what things we have need of ?" Yes, 
faint-hearted Christian, and He gives His 
word and promise too, that " all these things 
shall be added unto us," if we seek and 
serve Him first.* Let us not dishonour Him 
by our mistrust and unbelief. Let us take 
Him at His word. Wherefore should we 
doubt? If the great traveller Park, when 

* Matt, vi, 33. 
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left by robbers in destitution and suffering, 
had continued, as he says • he had began, 
" to look beyond with amazement and terror 
into the vast wilderness, where, whichever 
way he turned, nothing appeared but dan- 
ger and difficulty," he might never have 
seen that little flowering moss which grew 
beneath his feet. Its very minuteness which 
animated him with fresh and stronger faith 
in the God who formed it, would then have 
been one reason for his not observing it. '* Its 
extraordinary beauty stirred up further hope 
and trust in the Being who had planted, 
watered, and brought to perfection in such 
an obscure part of the world a thing which 
appeared of so small an importance, that 
the sight of it would not suffer him to des-^ 
pair* He started up disregarding both hun- 
ger and fatigue, travelled onwards, assured 
that relief was at hand : and was not dis- 
appointed." 

" O fear the Lord, ye His saints ; for there 
is no want to them that fear Him. They 
that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
thing. And none of them that trust iu Him 
shall be desolate."* '^ Consider," said Christ, 
the fowls of the air," — ** not," observes one, 

* Psalm xxxiv, 9, 10, 23. 
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" the fowls of the door, they are every day 
fed by hand, but the fowls of the air, that 
have none to provide for them." O Chris- 
tian poor man, if you trust Him, shall not 
all be well ? How can your hearts be other- 
wise than troubled, and " overcharged " with 
distracting cares, if you will not take and 
use the promises and remedies He gives 
you for help ? And what are we to say they 
will fail us ? And that our case is hopeless ? 
And how can men think they believe them, 
when they so often mistrust and repine, as if 
" the Lord shall not see, . neither shall the 
God of Jacob regard." 

O desponding soul! read, mark, and 
learn, throughout God's holy word, how 
greatly He has ever blessed the trust and 
hope of the godly man. When He is 
trusted through all discouragement ; when 
the succour of man avails not, and when 
things are what we call " at the worst," — 
then, how wonderfully has God often com- 
iForted the loving heart, and delivered from 
difficulty and danger, and even from its fear, 
the soul that trusted and " stayed " itself on 
Him. " He begins," says bishop Hall, 
" where we have given over." 

" O Daniel, servant of the living God, is 
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thy God, whom thou servest continually, able 
to deliver thee from the lions ?" 

Then said Daniel unto the king, "my 
God hath sent His angel, and hath shut the 
lions* mouths, that they have not hurt me : 
forasmuch as before Him innocency was 
found in me." 

" The keeper of the prison looked not to 
anything that was under Joseph's hand, 
because the Lord was with him, and that 
which he did, the Lord made it to prosper." 

" There stood by me this night the Angel 
of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 
saying, fear not, Paul, thou must be brought 
before Caesar: and, lo! God hath given 
thee all them that sail with thee. Where- 
fore, sirs, be of good cheer : for I believe 
God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 
And so it came to pass, that they escaped 
all safe to land." 

Consider also those noble Psalms^ the 
105th and the 106th. And "remember the 
marvellous works that He hath done : His 
wonders, and the judgments of His mouth," 
that you "may see the felicity of His 
chosen," and " the gladness of His people." 
" He suffered no man to do them wrong." 
" He reproved even kings for their sakes/' 
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" He made all those that led them away 
captive to pity them." 

It was so then. And it is so now. 

One instance may here suffice in illus- 
tration. ITie writer of this tract heard the 
following striking incident, from a London 
pulpit. " Man," observed the preacher, " is 
often chastened by God for his sins in this 
way. He suffers afterwards in the same 
manner as he has made others to suffer. I 
once knew in this city a very wealthy man, 
who was applied to by a poor child of God 
for relief. The rich man refused it. The 
poor man urged as a plea this Scripture text 
with a promise. " He that hath pity upon 
the poor, lendeth unto the Lord ; and that 
which he hath given, will He pay him 
again."* The rich man said he could not 
lend or give money on such security as that. 
In a few years it happened, that owing to 
speculations and other causes, the rich man 
became poor. He was reduced to absolute 
want. He had a rich relation. He went 
to him, but was denied his request for 
money. He again urged his claim in the 
very same words that the poor man had 
used to him. He received an answer in 

* Prov. xix, 17. 
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the same words as he had himself given 
the poor man ! " 

In a small and retired village lived a 
farmer and his wife, who not only loved and 
feared God themselves, but desired and took 
pains to lead others to do the same. They 
endeavoured to bring up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. It was 
an established rule with the farmer to pay 
his labourers their wages on the Friday, 
that there might be no going to the shop on 
the Sunday morning, or to the miller's on 
Saturday night for flour to bake with on 
the Sunday. He remembered that there was 
another world beside the present one. He 
knew that a day was at hand when each 
one, master and servant, must give an ac- 
count of himself before God ; and he would 
not put an hindrance or stumbling-block in 
the way of those he employed, when trying 
to serve their heavenly Master, or deprive 
them of His blessing. He would have no 
servant or labourer belonging to him keep 
from God's house on the whole of the Sab- 
bath-day. "If he does," observed the farmer, 
" he is no servant for me. He is sure to be 
the worse labourer for it!" And his own 
practice followed his teaching. Family Prayer 
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was in his dwelling. He and his family loved 
and sanctified God's holy day. The farmer 
and his wife, and a son, finding time to teach 
in the Sunday-school both morning and after- 
noon, besides being with the rest of their 
family constant attendants on all the means 
of Grace. It has been observed, that there 
is often some virtue or peculiar grace which 
distinguishes each one of God's dear chil- 
dren, and shines out brighter in one than 
another. And I think that a firm unwaver- 
ing belief, that however dark the way, all 
would be sure to end well at the last, was 
the Christian characteristic of these good 
people, through whatever trials and troubles 
it pleased God to send them. On one occa- 
sion, when a wet season was anticipated, and 
many in the parish were hurrying in their 
crops, before, as it afterwards proved, they 
were ready to be gathered in, the farmer was 
remonstrated with for not following the ex- 
ample of his neighbours. " I have no fear,*' 
said he, " about the future ; if God sends 
us crops. He will send us fit weather to get 
them in, if we be but patient and trust Him 
— I shall wait." And the farmer's words 
came true. He afterwards gathered in his 
crops in better order than any other farmer 
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in the parish. Every individual of the family 
subscribed to the Missionary Association in 
the parish ; the fanner and his wife always 
subscribing 10^. each, through bad times, 
or good times. Owing to adverse circum- 
stances, the farmer was obliged to seek a 
smaller farm, and with his family removed 
to one at some distance from the former re- 
sidence. And the blessings, and prayers, 
and tears of the poor followed them. On 
arriving at their new home, they immedi- 
ately endeavoured, with the clergyman's 
sanction, to establish a Sunday-school, find- 
ing there was none in the parish. A coach- 
house was lent them for the purpose ; 
and in a short time God prospered and 
blessed their efforts greatly, and brought 
others to their help. In the course of a 
year or two, deeper distress visited them ; 
and sickness came. The farmer was reduced 
almost to want ; and his application for help 
where he had most reason to expect it, failed 
him. Their trust and hope, however, in 
their heavenly Father, never forsook them. 
And the money that had been sacredly put 
by for the Missionary Association, when they 
were better off at the beginning of the year, 
was conscientiously forwarded when the sub- 
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scriptions became due to the clerg)^man of 
the parish they had left. Though it was 
afterwards known that at the time thev had 
but a sixpence more in the house ! 

In their tribulation they were not dis- 
mayed ; they knew whom they had believ- 
ed ; they trusted, and were helped. And 
the "Afterward " was to them a blessed ful- 
filment of this text, and of David's experi- 
ence, " I have been young, and now am 
old ; and yet saw I never the righteous for- 
saken." And so it came to pass. One morn- 
ing a letter was brought to the farmer's door 
containing an urgent message for him to go 
at once to a certain named town, and there 
to meet the unknown writer of the letter. 
By him he was informed that his signature 
was required to sign a paper which entitled 
him to receive £1000. And that this sum 
was now left him by the very relative who 
had before refused his application for aid ! 
All this seemed so very improbable and un- 
likely to the good farmer and his wife, that 
thinking it an imposition, they took no no- 
tice of the letter. When a second coming 
soon after the first, with further particulars, 
they were convinced of the truth of their 
good, fortune. Since then they have had 



103 

other unexpected helps and mercies, though 
not unmixed with trial. Yet they are ever 
hopeful and " of good cheer." They trace 
in all events the hand and will of a tender, 
loving Father. They can trust Him with all 
their heart ; and they go on their way re- 
joicing. 

And once more, for a concluding example* 
Consider the life, — all the converted life, 
of the great apostle St. Paul. What a bright 
testimony it bears to the blessedness of fol- 
lowing out sincerely and practically the Gos- 
pel precepts we have been speaking of. — 
" Take no thought for the morrow " — " cast- 
ing all your care upon Him." Only think 
how many and great must have been the 
earthly sufferings, the real actual want of the 
Apostle when he wrote — "Even unto this 
present hour we both hunger, and thirst, 
and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no 
certain dwelUng-place."* How rarely, if 
ever, has it fallen to the lot of the poorest 
among you in this parish to endure the hun- 
ger, and the thirst, and the nakedness, and 
the buffetings, and the privations, and the 
hardships, the holy Apostle here speaks of ! 
And yet how thankful he is for past mercies ! 

* 1 Cor. iv, 11 
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How trusting for the future ! How content- 
ed under all present circumstances ! What 
a wonderfully blessed sense he had of the 
nothingness of this world's goods and riches, 
when compared with the gain and enduring 
nature of the things of a never-ending eter- 
nity ! Is it not most true to speak of the 
Apostle as one of old did, when he called 
him " the richest poor man !'* For can any 
reader of his Bible say that St. Paul was 
ever cast down, made unhappy, or long des- 
turbed in his mind, by the visitations which 
so often came upon him ? On the contrary, 
when writing to the Church at Philippi, 
and acknowledging with grateful joy the 
supplies sent him by his Philippian con- 
verts in his necessities at Rome, he says, 
*' I do not speak this because I was unhap- 
py in want. For I have learned in whatever 
state I am, to be contented. Every where 
and in all places I am instructed both to be 
full and to be hungry, both to abound and 
to suffer need. I am able to bear all things 
through Christ, who strength^neth me.'** 
And what does this, teach us ? My friends, 
it shews us plainly, that the power so to act 
and feel is not of us, but of God. Here, then, 

* Phil. It, 11, 12, 13. So rendered by Macknight. 
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is our comfort. Strong in the strength of 
Christ his Saviour, St. Paul confidently com- 
mitted all the future for time and eternity 
to Him, — freely he cast all his care on One 
mighty to help and to save. " The Lord," 
he says, " shall deliver me from every evil 
work, and tvill preserve me unto His 
heavenly kingdom.'** 

Christian poor man, so let it be with you. 

Do you desire to follow the Lord fully ? 
To trust Him readily, and with a steady con- 
fidence ? To ^^ cast all your care on Him ?" 
Then be mindful of St. Paul's exhortation, 
" Let the word of Christ dwell in you rich- 
ly." Then resolve to act as David did, 
and hide His word in your heart. How came 
the seed by the way-side to be trodden 
down, and devoured up ? You know it must 
have been on the surface. It could never 
have gone into the soil. Why did the seed 
on the rock " soon wither awav ?" " It had 
no deepness of earth." 

" O God of my father Abraham, and God 
of my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst 
unto me, — I will deal well with thee, — and 
thou saidst, I will surely do thee good."t 
It was thus the Patriarch Jacob pleaded, 

* 2 Tim. iv, 18. f C^en. xxxii, 9—12. . 
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when " greatly afraid and distressed ;" he 
had treasured up those two promises in his 
heart ; he had " kept them/' And how 
fully was his prayer answered ! " He had 
power with God, and with man, and pre- 
vailed." " Whoso putteth his trust in the 
Lord, mercy embraceth him on every side."* 
And lastly, may the Lord give you, O read- 
er, the grace of Prayer. The root of the 
matter is Prayer. The life of your soul is 
Prayer. Learn to be humbled, that even in 
trial and need, your prayers have been so 
often without effort, feeble, faint-hearted, 
and formal. When so much — when every- 
thing is promised to Prayer — " Ask and ye 
shall receive. Seek and ye shall find. Knock 
and it shall be opened unto you." 

On this subject it is intended to speak 
more fully in the next and concluding num- 
ber of these Tracts, and offer some remarks 
on the unspeakable comfort and necessity 
of Prayer in affliction and sickness. 

Blessed is the sickness or trial which has 
taught us our first real, earnest, heart-felt 
and importunate Prayer ! 

* Psalm xxxii, 11. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

" But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, 
and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts 
of nations ? And I said, thou shalt call me, My Father ; 
and shalt not turn away from me." — Jeremiah iii, 19. 

It may be said, that one of the first lessons 
which affliction, sanctified affliction teaches, 
is simplicity in Prayer. Let us see why it 
is so. Let us turn to our best expositor, 
God's holy word, for instruction on this sub- 
ject. And the lesson will not be hard to 
learn. 

Oh Christian sufferer ! in all God's deal- 
ings with His chosen people, how clearly is 
it explained ! What was their chastening, 
and humbling, and proving, in the wilder- 
ness, but tokens of adoption, of sonship, of 
a Father's love ? " As a man chasteneth 
his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth 
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thee."* Consider the meaning of those 
words so long familiar to the heart and ear 
of every afflicted believer — the exhortation 
which speaketh unto us as unto children, — 
" my son, despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of Him. — If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with sons." Are 
you not here taught that an humble accept- 
ance of crosses, and afflictions, and a ready 
submission under rebukes and chastenings, 
are tests and witnesses that " we have 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father ?" 

Does the humblest and weakest believer 
draw near to God in his troubles, and not 
know what this means ? Does he pray, and 
not feel that the spirit of adoption is to him 
the life of his prayers? that if he under- 
stand not how to pray as a child to a father, 
he has not yet learned to love ? And can 
he not remember, that as his trials increased, 
as his weakness and wretchedness were 
heavier to bear, his prayers became more 
child-like, that is, more confiding, simple, 
fresh, and sincere ? 

* Deut. viii, 5. 
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Oh Christian suflFerer ! you have come to 
see a Father's hand in all your sorrows.* 
A Saviour's love and sympathy in all your 
affictions.t And you have learned the true 
comfort and solace of " telling Him all 
things.";}: You open your griefs before Him, 
" Lord, I know, that even now, whatsoever 
thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee." 
You heartily confess as David did, ^' My 
God is the strength of my confidence." This 
was the spirit in which Hezekiah prayed. 
This was what he did when his dangers and 
difficulties increased, and the revilings and 
provocations of the Assyrian captain became 
more bitter and harder to bear. " At the 
mercy-seat of his Almighty friend he opened 
his heart. He spread his case before the 
Lord. He made his appeal." " Hezekiah 
prayed before the Lord."|| 

" This time," says one, ^' the Prophet sent 
to Hezekiah, and not as at the first, Heze- 
kiah to the Prophet." This is the praying 
we so often see is blessed by God. It is that 
service which is from the heart. He honours.§ 
We should '* entreat His favour with our 
whole heart." 

* Isaiah Ixiii, 8, 9, 10. f Isaiah liii, 4. 

I St. Mark vi, 80. || 2 Kings xix, 15 — Isaiah xxxvii 
§ 2 Chron. xxxi, 21 — Psalm cxix, 58. 
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See too, from Missionary accounts, how 
new and wonderful to the minds of convert- 
ed heathen is the gospel revelation — " Ye 
are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus."* To have declared to them — " Thou 
art no more a servant, but a son." — ^To be 
invited to enter that " service which is per- 
fect freedom," — to have fellowship with 
Jesus, — to be "an heir of God through 
Christ."t This, this is the news, " the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of Gojd," which 
is so precious and welcome to their fearful, 
sorrowing hearts I":|: " Once," say they, 
and in contrast to this, " many among us 
were unhappy people, trusting in dumb 
idols, worshipping before them, and trem- 
bling at ferocious demons."^ 

And so again we read,|| " Notice of our 

arrival (Messrs. Driberg & Moore) was sent 

abroad, and the converts now came drop- 
He Gal. iii, 26. t Gal iv, 7. 

I Expositors observe that slaves were not allowed to 
address the master of the family by the name of " Abba," 
or " Father." 

§ In the translation of an address to the Queen, by our 
Hindu fellow Christians in the wilds of Southern India, 
there occurs this affecting reference in the memorial to 
their former condition. 

II This is related in the Monthly Record of Church 
Missions, and occurred at Dhangatta, where the place used 
now as a chapel, was formerly an idol temple. 
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ping in. Among them came a tall, gaunt, 
blind old man, led by a little girl ; after 
making his salaam, he was guided to a mat 
and sat down near us. As the people kept 
coming in, he said^to me, "Ah, sir, some 
years ago I was the only Christian ; all alone, 
all alone ; but now there are many all 
^bout." Mr. Driberg said, *Hhat this man 
(his name is Reuben) was among the first 
converts the Baptists made in these parts ; 
but he voluntarily came over to the Church 
some twelve years ago. And when asked 
what put it into his mind to do so, said, 
" that coming out of curiosity to hear our 
Church Service, he was struck with our use 
of the Lord's Prayer, and felt that ihere was 
no comfort like that of calling upon God as 
our Father."^ Of late it pleased God to 
afflict him sorely, by taking from him at 
once his aged wife and a favorite grandson ; 
but his faith and resignation have been ex- 
emplary, and he has truly glorified God 
throughout his Christian course." 

And in the next place we notice that the 
prayers which cur dear Redeemer heard and 
blessed, in the days when He was upon 
earth, are so very simple, brief, and earnest. 
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Two things respecting them seem quite clear, 
from their very hearts the suppliants asked 
for what they needed. And plainly showed 
they felt they had no power of themselves 
to help themselve.* • 

" Lord save me, I perish." *' Lord help 
me." "Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy 
on me." " Lord, remember me when Thou 
comCsSt into Thy kingdom. ' 

Let us learn a lesson from this. Let us 
think much of our own faults and failings in 
Prayer. Let us bear in mind how often in 
days of health and strength our Prayers 
were in danger of becoming artificial, and 
formal, and full of words without meaning, 
and with no definite aim. Shall we not con- 
fess there was need of affliction ? Oh shall 
we not remember it in hours of pain and 
weariness, when tempted to think our Pray- 
ers may be too short and plain, for the bles- 
sed Jesus to accept and answer ? 

5.'- " Might I be permitted to advert to my own experi- 
ence, I should say that I have found nothing so salutaiy 
as to turn the mind immediately to the Saviour. To pray 
immediately to Christ — to east ourselves incessantly upon 
His power and gi-ace, as revealed in the gospel, appeal's to 
he the best antidote to eveiy despondency. 1 have no doubt 
that we are much wanting to ourselves in not having more 
direct dealings with the Saviour, or not addressing Him 
now in the same spiiit in which He was applied to for the 
relief of bodily diseases." — Robert Hall. 



* 
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And through all discouragements trust 
Him. To neglect prayer because the way 
seems dark, and the signs for the aid we 
look for, seem to lead in a contrary direc- 
tion, when ^* we wait for light but behold 
obscurity," what is this but to make the 
darkness darker ! to help on the tempter's 
work. What is this but to " destroy thyself 
— in God is thy help — where is any other 
that may save thee?" Has He not said, 
" I did know thee in the wilderness ?"* Has 
He not revealed to us that darkness is not 
desertion P-f* That delays are not denials ? J 

Christian, with a " troubled " heart, 
soon failing for fear, soon downcast, call to 
mind the man who came to borrow the 
three loaves at midnight, and that " because 
of his importunity his friend rose and gave 
him as many as he needed. " Call to 
mind the importunity of the sorrow-stricken 
mother of Canaan. " Her sharp trial ; " but 
"her strong faith." Her earnest perse- 
vering entreaties for help and mercy to the 
Son of David ? How she " followed Jesus 
by the way." Pursued Him, it might seem, 

* Ho8. xiii, 5 — 10. f Isaiah 1, 10. 

t See St. Mark v, 22, 23,-36, 36. See St. John xi, 6. 

G2 
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into the House. "Came and fell at His 
feet." " Came and worshipped Him." How 
" He answered her not a word." How she 
was repulsed. How the " Disciples came and 
besought Jesus to send her away," How 
she persevered. How twice blessed to her 
was the "Afterward!" "Jesus answered 

and said unto her, " woman, great is thy 
faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. 
And her daughter was made whole from 
that very hour."* 

Have you ever prayed, importuned, per- 
severed, like this poor woman in such real 
earnest for yourself, or children, or any 
dear relative, when the chastening has been 
grievous to soul or body ?t 

O great Gift of Mercy, so needed by us 
all ! how faintly we ask it of Him in our 

* St. Matt. XV. St. Mark vii. 
f Lord Teignmouth, whose exemplary piety is well 
known, who " died (in 1834) full of years, rail of faith, and 
full of peace," is said to have " felt very powerfully the 
great duty and privilege of intercessory prayer." Until 
within a few days of his death, he had always a Common 
Prayer-hook close at hand. Almost his last advice to his 
son was, that he would make a constant use of the prayer 
in the Communion Service, *' for the whole state of Christ's 
Chiu'ch militant here on earth." "I do not know," said 
Lord Teignmouth, " any form of words in which I can 
hotter express the feelings of my heart for my country, and 
for the Church at large. I use it hoth in my morning and 
evening prayers." 



• 
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hours of ease ! How few desire, it impor- 
tunately till the shadows of death are 
gathering fast around them ! '* How few 
men consider," says Bishop Hall, "that 
they are never out pf debt, or out of dan- 
ger! 

See, too, for example and encouragement, 
with what grateful joy David, on one es- 
pecial occasion, records an answered pray- 
er. How he notes down the large returns 
then given him for his " waiting patiently 
on the Lord," his " helper and redeemer," 
in a time of great darkness and distress. 
" He inclined unto me, and heard my call- 
ing. He brought me also out of the horri- 
ble pit, out of the mire and clay : and set 
my feet upon the rock, and ordered my go- 
ings. And He hath put a new song in my 
mouth : even a thanksgiving unto our 
God," And " many," he says, ** shall see it, 
and fear ; and shall put their trust in the 
Lord." * 

How soon we lose patience in asking! 
Let us remember this ps^alm, and put more 
trust in the Lord. 

Can we tell when Zacharias left off pray- 
ing for the blessing he so greatly desired? 

* Psalm xl, 1,4,21. 
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We know we cannot. But of one thing we 

are quite certain, " his prayer was heard."* 

Time rolled on. Old age had come. What 

Zacharias had prayed for seemed to have 

passed from his mind. His own petition 

for a son, and his expectation of an answer. 

And just at that time, which to Zacharias' 

weak faith appeared the most unlikely for 

the accomplishment of his wish, God willed 

to grant it. 

And this history leads on to another 

thought. Sick man, a word to you here in 

passing. Are your sicknesses, or infirmities 

making you very careful of life ? Are you 

satisfying your mind with excuses from 

taking any part in God's work or service, 

owing to some trifling symptom of ill health ? 

Are you absenting yourself from Church on 

that account sooner, or oftener than needs 

be ? My friend, in such an hour of self and 

temptation, call to mind the aged Priest. 

Observe, that his affliction of loss of speech 

and deafness,t did not cause Zacharias to 
become at once inactive in God's service. 

He did not then forsake His House of Pray- 

* St. Luke i, 13. 
\ For it is said, " they made signs to his father, how he 
would have him called." Luke i, 62. 
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er, and immediately return home. He re- 
mained in the temple until " the days of his 
ministration were accomplished." 

Oh Christian, so weak and earthward as 
we are, so full of sin and infirmity, with 
hearts prone to evil, surely Prayer, sincere 
and earnest Prayer, ought to be every- 
thing to all — to each one of us. Our real 
business, our true delight. Surely we ought 
to " cling constantly to Prayer."* 

It was said of that good man and martyr, 
John Bradford, that " when he was praying 
for any spiritual mercy, he never gave over 
his suit till he had got some relish of that 
mercy." And when we are told that " the 
usual close of his prison letters was, pray, 
pray, pray ! 't shall we doubt that he then 
wrote with a lively remembrance of his own 
present and past experience of many an an- 
swered prayer, and that he would have all 
men know it was a good and blessed thing 
to pray to God, to ask of Him, to seek, to 
knock. 

* " Continuing instant in prayer," — Rom. xii, 12. Has 
been rendered as above. 

+ A noble Earl complained in tbe Parliament House, 
that Mr. Bradford had done more hurt by his lettei*s (and 
by exhorting those that came to him in prison) than ever 
he did bv preaching, when he was at liberty." — Life and 
Martyrdom af John Bradford. 
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And further, let us pray for grace to en- 
able us to '* pass from being well inclined, 
to being steadily determined." Alas! for 
us, and most perilous to the soul, if our 
good desires end with our petitions, and in 
our closets, and are but the words of our 
lips. Like the painted plaister seen by 
Layard in the chambers of the Assyrian 
ruins. Described by him as " having the 
colours brilliant and vivid, when the earth 
was removed from them ; but on exposure 
to the air outside, fading rapidly away."* 
For of what avail, we may ask, are the most 
fervent petitions without reality ? Or the 
deepest impressions, or the best desires, if 
they are not " brought to right effect?" Then, 
" in vain do we worship." And yet how 
surprising, often to our veryselves, are our 
short comings here ! To our sorrow we 
know it ! Such weak performances, from 
so many high purposes, and strong reso- 
lutions, made on our knees to our Father 

in secret ! Oh'! let us pray as they did 
" who seemed," it was said, " to see heaven 

always open before them ?"t — " Looking 

unto Jesus." 

'•' Layai'd's Discoveries of Nineveli. 
f The Primitive Christians. 
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Reader, walk as they did, who "confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth, — who wrought righteousness, — 
obtained promises," — who did it " through 
faith." Remember, " out of weakness they 
were made strong."* 

*' Abram went forth to go into the land of 
Canaan, and into the land of Canaan he 
came''\ 

Let us learn a lesson here. Let us not 
linger and halt on our journey. Let us make 
progress. Oh ! let us, we again say, re- 
solve to " pass from being well inclined, to 
being steadily determined." 

Who has not heard of the Indian's faith- 
ful friend, the revered and loved John 
Elliott ? Of him it is recorded that " Prayer 
was his delight." • On one occasion (in 
America) when a bundle of papers, referring 
to some disputes, was laid before an assem- 
bly of ministers, he threw the whole into the 
fire. " Brethren, (he said) wonder not at 
what I have done ; I did it on my knees this 
morning before I came among you." 

And in the last place, it may be well 
to consider how much more profitable our 
prayers might be, how much deeper our 

* Heb. xi. 13, 34. f Gen. xii, 5. 
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gratitude and sense of sin, if we took more 
earnest heed to mark the answers to our 
petitions. Watching, not only on great oc- 
casions, but also throughout the day, to hear 
and " see what God will say unto us,"* in 
answer to these, and such like requests made 
known to Him every night and morning — 
" Give us this day our daily bread — Lead us 
not into temptation — Deliver us from evil." 
God only knows how many of Christ's own 
flock may have often brought on themselves 
the rebuke the Lord sent by His prophet 
Jeremiah to His chosen Israel, — " My people 
have forgotten me, days v\ ithout number !"t 

See how soon an answer came to Daniel's 
prayer for mercy on Jerusalem — " Whiles he 
was speaking '^% 

See how readv God was to hear Davids 
prayer for help, when in the midst of trou- 
ble — '*/w the rfoy when he cried unto Him."|| 

See how quickly the Lord blessed the 
praises of His people after Jehoshaphat*s 
Prayer, and when he had exhorted them to 
"believe on the Lord their God" -" When 
they began to sing and to praise." the Lord 
overthrew their enemies. § 

* Habakuk ii, 1. \ Jer. ii, 82. 

/ Dan. ix, 21. \\ Psalm cxxxviii, 3. § 2 Chron, xx, 22. 
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*^A prayer out of a poor man's mouth reach- 
eth to the ears of God, and His judgment 
cometh speedily." Oh, then, let us watch, 
as well as pray. Let us '• watch unto Pray- 
er." Let us watch after Prayer. 

The following short and touching inci- 
dent will serve to illustrate and better ex- 
plain what I mean. May the simple faith 
of these little Heathen girls press home a 
lesson to our hearts and consciences. 

"While we were replacing the books," 
writes the Missionary, "which had been 
scattered on this occasion during a fire 
which broke out in the house, two of the 
girls came to us. I asked what was wanted? 
^ Nothing,' was the reply ; ^but we come to 
tell you, God hears every time somebody go 
talk to Him.' ^ How, my child, said I, do 
you know that God hears His people when 
they pray ?' She said, ^ when fire came this 
morning, I saw your house not burn too 
much. Every morning I hear Mr. Cotes 
and you pray, * God keep this house, and all 
the girls and boys what live here ; and 
when fire come, I say to Sarah, Ah ! God is 
plenty good : He heard what Massa say to 
Him this morning. He let not this house 
bum too much.' Scarcely an event occurs. 
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(adds the Missionary) but what they notice 
as springing from the over-ruling Providence 
of God. Taught of God, they mark the 
painful events of His Providence, as children 
would mark the dealings of a father. After 
the death of Mr. Cotes, I have frequently 
heard their expressions of sorrow for sin, 
and acknowledgments of God's justice in 
punishing them. They have used such lan- 
guage as this : — ^ We have done something 
very bad — God is very angry — He is re- 
moving all our teachers — bye and bye no- 
body will be left to tell us good — we must 
pray, dear brothers and sisters — we must 
look into our own hearts, some bad live 

there."* 

And now, if anything has been said in 

these Tracts by which a vexed thought has 
been soothed, — or another care from a bur- 
den of sorrow cast on Him who for us would 
bear them " all," — if a " Present " chasten- 
ing has become less " grievous," by a clearer 
view of a bright "Afterward," — and oh ! if 
it might be, that by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit on such feeble means, one careless 
sinner has been roused, quickened, awaken- 

* Memoirs of the Rev. W. A. B. Johnson, Missionary 
of the C. M. S. in Regent's Town, Sierra-Leone. Extracted 
(rom the Eoglish Review, January, 1853. 
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ed, to " know the love of Christ," and to 
trim afresh his expiring lam[j, before his 
hour of death, the midnight cry, and the 
coming of the Lord — God be praised ! that 
of His great mercy He has permitted it. 

Oh ! Christian mourner, what have not 
the lessons and schoolings of sickness and 
affliction taught us? Above all, till then 
how little had we realized our own weakness 
and ignorance. And how faintly God's all- 
sufficiency. Even now what do we know of 
it? "We see through a glass darkly." But 
blessed be God, " the worse we think of our- 
selves, the more we feel His love." 

" God stays the sea-waves on the beach, 
and He stays them with sand." Thus wrote 
Luther, when speaking of his own deficiency 
and of God's sufficiency. How great then is 
the consolation to know that His " strength 
is made perfect in man's " weakness." 
Therefore we " come boldly to the throne of 
Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need." 

Believer, this is "our strong hold, where- 
unto we may alway resort." 

A day is at hand, when " we shall know, 
even as also we are known." " When He 
who created time shall bid it cease to b^T 
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Then, the sharpest trial, th^ bitterest dis- 
appointment, the heaviest cross, the longest 
sickness, and the perfecting of the Saints. — 
And the " Present " hope for the sinner, and 
the Spirit's striving and restraining, the day 
of salvation, the open door, " the sparing 
again for this year also," the " Afterward *' 
for the penitent, who at first refused to go 
work in his father's vineyard, and then " re- 
pented and went,"* — shall all be at an end. 
'•Finished" — "Done" — and "Passed away." 
"The Master of the house risen up" — "The 
door shut to " — The wicked severed from 
the just — The chaflF bound in bundles for 
the burning — The wheat gathered into the 
garner— And " Time shall be no longer " — 
By us to be wasted — to be wanted — or to 
be redeemed! 

And one bright, changeless, satisfying, 
unclouded. Eternal " Present " " shall make 
glad the city of our God." " The land "t 
where " His own " shall dwell with Him for 
ever! 

" Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted." 

* Matt, xxi, 29. f Isaiah xxxiii, 17 
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